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JULY 24, 2022          BARNABAS: PROFILE OF AN ENCOURAGER 
Acts 11 & 12 

 
_____________________ is something that we all _______  

and we can all _______. 
 
_______________: A nickname given to him by the apostles which 
means, “son of encouragement.” He first appears in Acts 4:36 as Joseph 
of Cyprus. 
 
“_____________________ ________________”: Hardline believers 
who insist that Christianity must include all the Jewish traditions from the 
Old Testament.  
 
____________: Of Syria, not Pisidia (Acts13). The third largest city of the 
first century, exceeded only by Rome and Alexandria. Almost exclusively 
of Gentile demographic. 
 
Herod _____________: Grandson of Herod the Great (Of the Christmas 
story who tried to trick the wise men and killed babies in Bethlehem).  
 

24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  
25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  

but encouraging one another 
—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

—Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV) 
 
 

Profile of An Encourager 
Acts 11:22-26 

 
Encouragers see __________ instead of ___________. 
23When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad 
 
Encouragers cultivate _______ in ______.  

23he was glad and encouraged them all  
to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 

 
Encourage means “____ ________ ______________ ____.” 

Joshua 1:9 
 
Encouragers tell the _______ but package it in _____. 

24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith 
 
Encouragers encourage with _______ than ________. 

25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul,  
26and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
Dig In 
Read Acts 12:1-7. During the early persecution of the church, Luke details 
two very different outcomes for James and Peter. This brings up a 
common dilemma Christians are presented with. Do you think this is 
unfair? Why is James killed and Peter released? Does it mean that God 
loved Peter but not James? How would you explain to someone going 
through suffering why God doesn’t always rescue but still loves? 
 
Spend some time reviewing the different “Herods” in the New Testament: 
 
1. Herod the Great: The Herod of the Christmas story who had babies 
killed in Bethlehem. (ruled 37-4 B.C.) 
 
2.  Herod Archelaus: The one who Joseph feared would hurt Mary and 
young Jesus so he refused to take them to Bethlehem from Egypt  
(ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 6)  
 
3. Herod Antipas: The one who had John the Baptist beheaded and 
Jesus called, “a Fox.” This is the Herod that Pilate sent Jesus to during his 
trial. (ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 39)  
 
4. Herod Philip the Tetrarch: He married his niece, Salome, the daughter 
of Herodias. (ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 34)  
 
5.  Herod Agrippa I: The Herod who had James killed and put Peter in 
prison. (ruled A.D. 37-44 [41-44 in Judea])  
 
6.  Herod Agrippa II: The Herod who said, “Do you think that in such a 
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” at Paul’s trial  
(Acts 26:28). (ruled A.D. 50s). 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
Do you think that anyone who creatively reaches lost people are bound to 
be criticized by the church as Peter was in Acts 11:2? Why or why not? 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
Which of the points on being an encourager do you most want to work on? 
Why? 
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JULY 24, 2022          BARNABAS: PROFILE OF AN ENCOURAGER 
Acts 11 & 12 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT is something that we all NEED  

and we can all GIVE. 
 
BARNABAS: A nickname given to him by the apostles which means, 
“son of encouragement.” He first appears in Acts 4:36 as Joseph of 
Cyprus. 
 
“CIRCUMCISED BELIEVERS”: Hardline believers who insist that 
Christianity must include all the Jewish traditions from the Old Testament.  
 
ANTIOCH: Of Syria, not Pisidia (Acts13). The third largest city of the first 
century, exceeded only by Rome and Alexandria. Almost exclusively of 
Gentile demographic. 
 
Herod AGRIPPA I: Grandson of Herod the Great (Of the Christmas 
story who tried to trick the wise men and killed babies in Bethlehem).  
 

24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  
25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  

but encouraging one another 
—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

—Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV) 
 
 

Profile of An Encourager 
Acts 11:22-26 

 
Encouragers see POTENTIAL instead of PROBLEMS. 
23When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad 
 
Encouragers cultivate HOPE in GOD.  

23he was glad and encouraged them all  
to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 

 
Encourage means “TO GIVE COURAGE TO.” 

Joshua 1:9 
 
Encouragers tell the TRUTH but package it in LOVE. 

24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith 
 
Encouragers encourage with MORE than WORDS. 

25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul,  
26and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. 

 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
Dig In 
Read Acts 12:1-7. During the early persecution of the church, Luke details 
two very different outcomes for James and Peter. This brings up a 
common dilemma Christians are presented with. Do you think this is 
unfair? Why is James killed and Peter released? Does it mean that God 
loved Peter but not James? How would you explain to someone going 
through suffering why God doesn’t always rescue but still loves? 
 
Spend some time reviewing the different “Herods” in the New Testament: 
 
1. Herod the Great: The Herod of the Christmas story who had babies 
killed in Bethlehem. (ruled 37-4 B.C.) 
 
2.  Herod Archelaus: The one who Joseph feared would hurt Mary and 
young Jesus so he refused to take them to Bethlehem from Egypt  
(ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 6)  
 
3. Herod Antipas: The one who had John the Baptist beheaded and 
Jesus called, “a Fox.” This is the Herod that Pilate sent Jesus to during his 
trial. (ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 39)  
 
4. Herod Philip the Tetrarch: He married his niece, Salome, the daughter 
of Herodias. (ruled 4 B.C.-A.D. 34)  
 
5.  Herod Agrippa I: The Herod who had James killed and put Peter in 
prison. (ruled A.D. 37-44 [41-44 in Judea])  
 
6.  Herod Agrippa II: The Herod who said, “Do you think that in such a 
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” at Paul’s trial  
(Acts 26:28). (ruled A.D. 50s). 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
Do you think that anyone who creatively reaches lost people are bound to 
be criticized by the church as Peter was in Acts 11:2? Why or why not? 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
Which of the points on being an encourager do you most want to work on? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 


