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AUGUST 14, 2022                                        DOCTRINAL DISPUTES 
Acts 15:1-35 

 
Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless 

you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
—Acts 15:1 (NIV) 

 
The __________________ ___________: The leaders (apostles and 
elders) of the church in Jerusalem who met with Paul and Barnabas to 
discuss how to include Gentile believers in the church. 

 
James, the ____________ ____ ________: Author of the Book of 
James and respected leader of the Jerusalem Church. Martyred in AD 62. 

 
 

______________ is really important. 
 

How they decided: 
 
√ They had a _________________. 

 
√ The purpose of the conversation was to find a 

______________, so they ____________. 
 

√ A wide range of ____________ were presented. 
 

√ They came up with a ____________ ____________. 
 
It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond 

the following requirements: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from 
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality.  

You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. 
—Acts 15:28–29 (NIV) 

 
Keys to theological debate: 
 
1. ________________ 
2. _____________ 
3. ______________ 
 

Note the incredible ______________ of the leaders. 
 

We can find solutions to most doctrinal differences  
if the ____________ is our number one priority. 

 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
 
Dig In 
Read Galatians 2:1-21. It’s obvious that Peter was rebuked by a younger 
Paul for behaving in much the same way that believers with a Pharisee 
background were doing in Acts 15:1. What specific allegations does Paul 
make of Peter? What does it say about Peter’s character to support Paul 
later at the Jerusalem Council? 
 
 
 
The criteria for the compromise for the sake of including the Gentiles was 
based on experience, evidence of God working, and scripture. How did 
those come together in this solution? Can you think of modern doctrinal 
disputes where this could apply and how would you process them using 
those criteria? 
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
The leader of the Jerusalem Church (James) drew the following conclusion 
regarding the debate: 19“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not 
make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. (Acts 15:19, NIV). 
In your opinion, in what ways are churches “making it difficult” for 
unbelievers to believe? How would you change that? 
 
 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
What would you like to change about yourself in order to share the gospel 
more freely? 
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Acts 15:1-35 

 
Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless 

you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
—Acts 15:1 (NIV) 

 
The JERUSALEM COUNCIL: The leaders (apostles and elders) of 
the church in Jerusalem who met with Paul and Barnabas to discuss how 
to include Gentile believers in the church. 

 
James, the BROTHER OF JESUS: Author of the Book of James and 
respected leader of the Jerusalem Church. Martyred in AD 62. 

 
 

DOCTRINE is really important. 
 

How they decided: 
 
√ They had a CONVERSATION. 

 
√ The purpose of the conversation was to find a 

SOLUTION so they LISTENED. 
 

√ A wide range of OPINIONS were presented. 
 

√ They came up with a WORKABLE SOLUTION. 
 
It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond 

the following requirements: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from 
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality.  

You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. 
—Acts 15:28–29 (NIV) 

 
Keys to theological debate: 
 
1. EXPERIENCE 
2. EVIDENCE 
3. SCRIPTURE 
 

Note the incredible HUMILITY of the leaders. 
 

We can find solutions to most doctrinal differences  
if the GOSPEL is our number one priority. 

 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
 
Dig In 
Read Galatians 2:1-21. It’s obvious that Peter was rebuked by a younger 
Paul for behaving in much the same way that believers with a Pharisee 
background were doing in Acts 15:1. What specific allegations does Paul 
make of Peter? What does it say about Peter’s character to support Paul 
later at the Jerusalem Council? 
 
 
 
The criteria for the compromise for the sake of including the Gentiles was 
based on experience, evidence of God working, and scripture. How did 
those come together in this solution? Can you think of modern doctrinal 
disputes where this could apply and how would you process them using 
those criteria? 
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
The leader of the Jerusalem Church (James) drew the following conclusion 
regarding the debate: 19“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not 
make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. (Acts 15:19, NIV). 
In your opinion, in what ways are churches “making it difficult” for 
unbelievers to believe? How would you change that? 
 
 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
What would you like to change about yourself in order to share the gospel 
more freely? 
 
 
 

 


