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JULY 10TH, 2022              Before and After 
      Acts 9:1-31 

 
Every time we see someone else’s 
__________________, it ________ us differently. 
 
1. What is commonly misunderstood: 

a. His name wasn’t ____________. 
b. He didn’t reject ___________ to embrace 
________________. Romans 3; Phil. 3:1-15 

 
2. What is strikingly meaningful: 

a. He was persecuting ________. Acts 9:4-5 
b. Ananias did not question the mission to the 
_________ (empowered by the _____ ______), 
and the promise is _____________. Acts 9:10-17 

 c. He was sent _______ _______. Acts 9:20-30 
 
3. Why it really matters for us: 

a. Maybe you and I, along with segments of the 
modern church, are on the way to __________. 
b. Our perspective on ____________ can shift. 
We often fail to see that it is always _______ 
______________ ______. John 1:1-13 
c. There is never a “_______ _____”; it really is 
“Before I ____________...”, and it always takes 
a ________________________ time. John 1:14-16 
d. Evangelism _____ ______ whether or not we 
believe the _______ ______. Acts 9:26; 1 Tim. 1:12-17 

 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you in regard to 
something that you learned, challenged you, or that you 
disagreed with? 
 
 
Dig In 
Reread Acts 9:1-31. Then read the lengthy section of 2 
Corinthians 10-12. In what ways does the letter preserve 
Paul’s humanness and struggle with God’s promise of his 
suffering? If Paul on his deathbed were to look back at his 
dealings with the Corinthians in this specific section of his 
letter, do you imagine that the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
would have changed some of his language, his posture, or his 
approach? What does this type of analysis offer to how you 
look at your own life and journey with Christ? 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
What is your testimony? What is your story? Are there ways 
that you can adjust your thinking in terms of “before Christ” 
and “after Christ” to the thoroughgoing nature of His ongoing 
work in your life? Consider writing out a testimony to His work 
in what He wants to continue changing in you today.   
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
If you skipped the above “Teacher’s Pick” section, revisit that 
as a means of putting it into practice. For your additional step, 
reach out to a friend or an acquaintance who might be willing 
to 1) either do a similar exercise with you; or 2) you can spend 
time with and listen through a shifted perspective of outreach.  
 
Resources 
§ The Bible Project Videos & Podcasts – Acts 
§ The New Perspective on Paul – James J.D. Dunn 
§ Justification – N.T. Wright  
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Every time we see someone else’s 
TRANSFORMATION, it AFFECTS us differently. 
 
1. What is commonly misunderstood: 

a. His name wasn’t CHANGED. 
b. He didn’t reject JUDAISM to embrace 
CHRISTIANITY. Romans 3; Phil. 3:1-15 

 
2. What is strikingly meaningful: 

a. He was persecuting JESUS. Acts 9:4-5 
b. Ananias did not question the mission to the 
GENTILES (empowered by the HOLY SPIRIT), 
and the promise is SUFFERING. Acts 9:10-17 

 c. He was sent BACK HOME. Acts 9:20-30 
 
3. Why it really matters for us: 

a. Maybe you and I, along with segments of the 
modern church, are on the way to DAMASCUS. 
b. Our perspective on OUTREACH can shift. 
We often fail to see that it is always JESUS 
REACHING OUT. John 1:1-13 
c. There is never a “BEFORE GOD”; it really is 
“Before I RECOGNIZED...”, and it always takes 
a LOOOOOOOONNNNNNG time. John 1:14-16 
d. Evangelism CALL OUTS whether or not we 
believe the GOOD NEWS. Acts 9:26; 1 Tim. 1:12-17 

 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you in regard to 
something that you learned, challenged you, or that you 
disagreed with? 
 
 
Dig In 
Reread Acts 9:1-31. Then read the lengthy section of 2 
Corinthians 10-12. In what ways does the letter preserve 
Paul’s humanness and struggle with God’s promise of his 
suffering? If Paul on his deathbed were to look back at his 
dealings with the Corinthians in this specific section of his 
letter, do you imagine that the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
would have changed some of his language, his posture, or his 
approach? What does this type of analysis offer to how you 
look at your own life and journey with Christ? 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
What is your testimony? What is your story? Are there ways 
that you can adjust your thinking in terms of “before Christ” 
and “after Christ” to the thoroughgoing nature of His ongoing 
work in your life? Consider writing out a testimony to His work 
in what He wants to continue changing in you today.   
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
If you skipped the above “Teacher’s Pick” section, revisit that 
as a means of putting it into practice. For your additional step, 
reach out to a friend or an acquaintance who might be willing 
to 1) either do a similar exercise with you; or 2) you can spend 
time with and listen through a shifted perspective of outreach.  
 
Resources 
§ The Bible Project Videos & Podcasts – Acts 
§ The New Perspective on Paul – James J.D. Dunn 
§ Justification – N.T. Wright  

 
 

 
 

 


