
	 	 	 	 	 Christmas Stories 
 Britt Sipe Lead Pastor 

December 17, 2017                                              HEROD 
 
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  
 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied,  
 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful 
search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go 
and worship him.”  
 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
… 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route.  
 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”  
 
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 
and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
Matthew 2:1-16 
 

Jesus was a THREAT to Herod 
 

ü Jesus threatened his _____________.  
 Matt 19:16-22; 29 
 

 

ü Jesus threatened his _________.  
 Matt 5:3; 23:11; 25:21 
 
 
ü Jesus threatened his _______________. 
 Luke 9:23 
 
 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. John 10:10 

 
 
 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
 
What do you love most about Christmas? What is your least 
favorite part of Christmas? 
 
 
 
Read Matt 19:16-22. In what ways can you identify with the 
rich young ruler? What challenges do you face personally with 
making Jesus Lord of your stuff?  
 
 
 
 
Read Matt 23:11. How has following Jesus threatened your 
ego in the past? What is one thing you’d like to change about 
your pride as it conflicts with Jesus’ calling on your life?  
 
 
 
 
Read Luke 9:23. What do you think Jesus meant by his 
followers must deny themselves? In what ways does following 
Jesus threaten your independence? 
 
 
 
 
What questions did the message about Herod’s perspective 
of Christmas leave you with? 
 
 
 
 
What are you learning about your relationship with God 
through the Christmas Stories series? 
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