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 Jed Manimtim, Executive Pastor of Ministry 

AUGUST 22, 2021                                     BEING A PEOPLE IN A CULTURE OF US VS. THEM 
               1 Peter 1:22-2:10 
 
 
Recap: To “be holy” is to be set apart for God’s _____________ 
(_____ ____________). 
 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of _____ __________...”  
– Matt. 28:19 (cf. Matt 28:16-20) 

 
The obstacle to this mission: “__________ (_______ __________)”  

(Challenge: Read the book of Acts and notice how the makeup of the church evolves from 
chapter 10 on. Note the intensity in chapter 21.) 

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to 
the truth (remember 1:3-9 – rooted in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ) so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another 
deeply (____________ _____) from the heart. Key: We never 
__________ the command to love one another. 23 You have been 
________ _______, not of perishable but of imperishable seed 
(remember 1:3-4), through the living and enduring (__________, 
__________, _____________) word of God (previews v. 25). Key: 
We’re only here because God didn’t ______ ____.  24 For 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:3-8) 

That word is the good news that was _____________ to you.   
Key: ___________ what it was like to be on the ___________. 

2 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, 
insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may ______ _____ 
_____________ — 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. Key: Salvation is _____, _________, and ________ (cf. 1:4-
5; 8-9); throughout, it’s all God’s _____________. 

4 Come ____ ______, a living stone, though rejected by mortals 
yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy  

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ (___________ ___ _________________). 
Key: Our ________ _______ “_______” change when our hearts 
about ourselves change.   6 For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
________ ________ ___ ____ will not be put to shame.” (Isa. 28:16) 
Key: Belief in Christ as cornerstone tests our trust in God’s _______. 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do 
not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner,” (Psalm 119:19-24) 

8 and 

“A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” (Isa. 8:14) 

They stumble because they disobey the word (remember 1:25), 
as they were destined to do (also note Peter’s words: 2 Peter 3:9). 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, ___ ________ ______ you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of ____ ____ ________ _____ out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. (Hos. 2:23; Rom. 9:25) 
Key: What if the heart of Christ is for “___,” not “_____”?????????? 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
- What idea from the message helped you the most? 
- What was the most challenging part of the message for you? 
- Why and how was/is the mission of the church entirely 
countercultural to the kind of people you/they spent time with? - 
How can an “us vs them” mentality hinder our growth? 
- How does the gospel change when our perspectives shift to being 
surprised that Jesus is with us?  



     Countercultural/1 Peter 
 Jed Manimtim, Executive Pastor of Ministry 

AUGUST 22, 2021                                     BEING A PEOPLE IN A CULTURE OF US VS. THEM 
               1 Peter 1:22-2:10 
 
 
Recap: To “be holy” is to be set apart for God’s PURPOSES (HIS 
MISSION). 
 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of ALL NATIONS...”  
– Matt. 28:19 (cf. Matt 28:16-20) 

 
The obstacle to this mission: “PEOPLE (THOSE PEOPLE)”  

(Challenge: Read the book of Acts and notice how the makeup of the church evolves from 
chapter 10 on. Note the intensity in chapter 21.) 

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to 
the truth (remember 1:3-9 – rooted in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ) so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another 
deeply (REACHING OUT) from the heart. Key: We never 
OUTGROW the command to love one another. 23 You have been 
BORN ANEW, not of perishable but of imperishable seed 
(remember 1:3-4), through the living and enduring (STAYING, 
ABIDING, REMAINING) word of God (previews v. 25). Key: We’re 
only here because God didn’t GIVE UP.  24 For 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:3-8) 

That word is the good news that was ANNOUNCED to you.   
Key: REMEMBER what it was like to be on the OUTSIDE. 

2 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, 
insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may GROW INTO 
SALVATION — 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Key: Salvation is PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE (cf. 1:4-5; 8-9); 
throughout, it’s all God’s GOODNESS. 

4 Come TO HIM, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy  

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ (OFFERINGS OF THANKSGIVING). Key: 
Our WORDS ABOUT “THEM” change when our hearts about 
ourselves change.   6 For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM will not be put to shame.” (Isa. 28:16) 
Key: Belief in Christ as cornerstone tests our trust in God’s ABILITY. 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do 
not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner,” (Psalm 119:19-24) 

8 and 

“A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” (Isa. 8:14) 

They stumble because they disobey the word (remember 1:25), 
as they were destined to do (also note Peter’s words: 2 Peter 3:9). 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, IN ORDER THAT you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of HIM WHO CALLED YOU out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. (Hos. 2:23; Rom. 9:25) 
Key: What if the heart of Christ is for “US,” not “THEM”??????????? 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
- What idea from the message helped you the most? 
- What was the most challenging part of the message for you? 
- Why and how was/is the mission of the church entirely 
countercultural to the kind of people you/they spent time with? - 
How can an “us vs them” mentality hinder our growth? 
- How does the gospel change when our perspectives shift to being 
surprised that Jesus is with us?  


