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AUGUST 29, 2021  REACHING PEOPLE IN A CULTURE THAT IS REJECTING CHRISTIANITY 
                        1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

Options For Living Counterculturally: 
 
 
1. _______ a culture _____. Matt 11:29; John 18:11 
 
 
2. __________ into the Christian ___________. 1Cor 5:9 
 
 
3. ______________ to the ___________. 
 
 
Reaching people in a post-Christian culture 
does not require ____________ the culture.  
Mark 8:36; 1Pet 4:3 
 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles,  
to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.  

(1Peter 2:11) 

Once the church is co-opted by the culture  
it can no longer speak to the culture or reach it. 

 
 
The war I’m in… 
 
Reaching people in a post-Christian culture 
requires us to live __________ and __________ 
lives _________ our neighbors and friends. 
 

Live such good lives among the pagans that,  
though they accuse you of doing wrong,  

they may see your good deeds  
and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

(1Peter 2:12) 
 
 

Peter is saying, use your ______  
to __________ people’s _______ about God. 

 
My good life… 

 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
 
What idea from the message helped you the most? 
 
 
 
What was the most challenging part in the message for you? 
 
 
 
Which of the three options mentioned in the message in 
response to cultural push back to Christianity do you tend to 
go to? Why? 
 
 
 
Read 1Peter 2:11 & 4:3. In your opinion, where do you see the 
moral breakdown in current culture? Do you think moral sins 
or idolatry are more dangerous today? Why? 
 
 
 
Read 1Peter 2:12 out loud in the group and talk about what 
stands out. What is compelling about this verse and what is 
scary? 
 
 
 
How do you see the differences in reaching people versus 
changing culture? 
 
 
 
What questions remain for you about how God wants to use 
our lives to change people’s minds about God? 
 
 
 
Resources mentioned in the message: 
Counterfeit Gods. Tim Keller 
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AUGUST 29, 2021  REACHING PEOPLE IN A CULTURE THAT IS REJECTING CHRISTIANITY 
                        1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

Options For Living Counterculturally: 
 
 
1. WAGE a culture WAR. Matt 11:29; John 18:11 
 
 
2. RETREAT into the Christian BUBBLE. 1Cor 5:9 
 
 
3. ASSIMILATE to the CULTURE. 
 
 
Reaching people in a post-Christian culture 
does not require IMITATING the culture.  
Mark 8:36; 1Pet 4:3 
 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles,  
to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.  

(1Peter 2:11) 

Once the church is co-opted by the culture  
it can no longer speak to the culture or reach it. 

 
 
The war I’m in… 
 
Reaching people in a post-Christian culture 
requires us to live BEAUTIFUL and VIRTUOUS 
lives AMONG our neighbors and friends. 
 

Live such good lives among the pagans that,  
though they accuse you of doing wrong,  

they may see your good deeds  
and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

(1Peter 2:12) 
 
 

Peter is saying, use your LIFE  
to CHANGE people’s MINDS about God. 

 
My good life… 

 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
 
What idea from the message helped you the most? 
 
 
 
What was the most challenging part in the message for you? 
 
 
 
Which of the three options mentioned in the message in 
response to cultural push back to Christianity do you tend to 
go to? Why? 
 
 
 
Read 1Peter 2:11 & 4:3. In your opinion, where do you see the 
moral breakdown in current culture? Do you think moral sins 
or idolatry are more dangerous today? Why? 
 
 
 
Read 1Peter 2:12 out loud in the group and talk about what 
stands out. What is compelling about this verse and what is 
scary? 
 
 
 
How do you see the differences in reaching people versus 
changing culture? 
 
 
 
What questions remain for you about how God wants to use 
our lives to change people’s minds about God? 
 
 
 
Resources mentioned in the message: 
Counterfeit Gods. Tim Keller 
 
 


