
 

 

 
HOME GROUP QUESTIONS… 

• What struck you as being important from the message? What are 

the things you remembered most? 

• What would it mean or look like if we were a church that truly 

sought to glorify God in all we do both inside and outside of the building?  

• Talk about the significance of “play4Jesus”? 

• What is the connection between God’s wrath and what Jesus did on 

the cross? Why is this an important understanding?  

• How does God’s transform us? Can we live in the way the church 

was living in Acts apart from God’s love? Why 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Acts 2:42-47  

“Our Work” 
Serving with our Time, Energy, and Resources 

INTRODUCTION 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and 

to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), 

and to prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles 

performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers 

met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold 

their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the 

Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—

all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. 

And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being 

saved. 

Acts 2:42-47 

What strikes me most about these few short verses is the fact that this 

is not just some Sunday occurrence. These verses do not refer to a way of 

following Jesus that occurs only on an occasional Sunday morning from 

9:00 - 10:10 (Or 10:30 - 11:40) and it most certainly is not a “private, 

personal relationship”. This speaks of something that permeates every area 

of life. It is a 24/7 way of, not just living, but of seeing and thinking about 

everything in life. It’s a way of living that spills out into the lives of 

everyone around them. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

I am pretty certain all of us in here have heard said something like 

“keep your christianity private.” That somehow we are in breach of common 

social etiquette if we bring our love of Jesus out into the real world…that 

somehow it should remain private…personal. 

I looked up the word personal in the dictionary this week and this how 

the word is defined… 

Personal: pertaining to a specific person, individual, private 

Can I tell you something…our faith in Jesus is not meant to be 

personal…it is not just something for us as individuals. It is public because it 

is a way of seeing and thinking about everything in life. It determines 

everything about us and everything we do, say and think so it is impossible 

for it to remain a private matter.  

The people we read of here in Acts were people who believed in a 

reality…a truth that is independent of personal opinion and conviction. 

Reality: something that is neither derivative nor dependent but exists 

necessarily, a true set of circumstances that exists 

Christianity is a belief in a definite reality…it’s rooted in what is true. 

So to say that our trust in Jesus is nothing more than a personal thing, 

that is meant to remain private, that is pertains only to us as individuals is 

like saying our belief in gravity is personal and meant to remain private. 

“Feel free to believe in gravity in the privacy of your home but please don’t 

bring that belief with into your everyday life. Don’t base your choices or the 

way you interact with the world upon gravity…” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

(ENGINEER) “I am sorry, I can’t accept these blueprints…it is quite 

obvious you have brought your belief of gravity into the creation of these 

plans and we just can’t have that” :-) 

Our belief and trust in Jesus is based upon historical truths that are 

corroborated and confirmed by scientific fact, so to not live accordingly in 

every area of our everyday lives would be foolish…It would be like not 

recognizing the reality of gravity in all we do.  

We are in fact commanded by God…to live acknowledging the reality 

of God and all He is and has done. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your 

own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 

make straight your paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV) 

That word “acknowledge” is very important…it means to “accept or 

admit the existence or truth of…” or “recognize the fact or importance or 

quality of…” 

So here is the command given in Proverbs 

We, as believers and followers of Jesus, are to accept and admit 

the existence and the truth of God in all of our ways…we are to 

recognize the fact and importance and immense quality of God in ALL 

and everything we do.” 

This is not a private thing, if lived out accordingly it will impact 

everything thing we do, every area of life, and everyone we come in contact 

with. It will impact our relationships, or work, or time, our talents, our 

resources…it will touch every area and every aspect of our life…and this is  

 



 

 

 

what we see the early church living out. What we read about here in 

Acts 2:42-47 is a group of people who are accepting and admitting the 

existence and truth of God in all their ways…daily and constantly 

recognizing the fact, importance and quality of God in everything they did. 

BIBLE 

“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. 

Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And 

whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks through him to God the Father.” 

Colossians 3:16-17 

It is a wonderful verse which at it’s heart says this…let Jesus be the 

reason for everything you do. Let the reality of Jesus and who He is be the 

cause of all you do…let the truth of who He is and all He has done be the 

purpose for all you do.  

It is a call to pattern of living…that we, being so transformed by what 

Jesus has done, would then begin to live it out in everything we do. 

I read a quote that says this… 

“Spirituality involves the whole human life; nothing is 

nonspiritual…In fact, spirituality is to be expressed primarily in the 

ordinary everyday affairs and relationships in our lives.” 

Ranald Macaulay and Jerram Barrs 

It’s a call to live an ordinary life in an extraordinary way because of 

who Jesus is and what He has done. We are told in the Bible that those of us 

who follow Jesus are “controlled and compelled by the love of Jesus.” Other  

 



 

 

 

 

places we are asked that we “let the peace that comes from Christ rule 

in your hearts”. This is a way of life…it determines everything we do in 

every area of our existence. It touches and effects everyone and everything 

we come in contact with.  

“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the 

glory of God.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

We are called to glorify God in everything we do, with our time, 

energy, and resources. To say “glorify God” means simply that we 

 praise, extol, exalt, worship, revere, venerate, pay homage to, honor, 

adore, give thanks to God in all we do…. 

To glorify God means that in the way we live, we are to reveal or 

make clearer the glory of (God). 

…describe or represent Him as admirable in all our ways and in every 

area of life.  

(THE WEIGHT OF GLORY) 

“Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then 

even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 

behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.” 

1 Peter 2:12 

APPLICATION 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything you do. Try to 

please them all the time, not just when they are watching you. Serve 

them sincerely because of your reverent fear of the Lord. Work  



 

 

 

 

willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the 

Lord rather than for people. 

Colossians 3:22-23 

CHILDREN 

Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for 

this is the right thing to do. “Honor your father and mother.” This is the 

first commandment with a promise: If you honor your father and 

mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the 

earth.” 

PARENTS 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you 

treat them. Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction 

that comes from the Lord. 

EMPLOYEES AND STUDENTS  

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear. 

Serve them sincerely as you would serve Christ. Try to please them all 

the time, not just when they are watching you. As slaves of Christ, do 

the will of God with all your heart. Work with enthusiasm, as though 

you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that 

the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are 

slaves or free. 

BOSSES 

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Don’t threaten them; 

remember, you both have the same Master in heaven, and he has no 

favorites.  Ephesians 6:1-9 



 

 

 

 

MODESTY IN DRESS 

And I want women to be modest in their appearance. They should 

wear decent and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to 

themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or pearls or 

expensive clothes. For women who claim to be devoted to God should 

make themselves attractive by the good things they do. 

1 Timothy 2:9-10 

MONEY 

The Bible is filled with verses that talk about the need to honor God 

with what He has provided for us, with what we have, with our wealth…it’s 

right there in the verse… 

Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to 

trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in 

God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them to use 

their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and 

generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. 

1 Timothy 6:17-18 

This noun (money) means an abundance of possessions and economic 

prosperity. 

“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the 

glory of God.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

MY GLOVE and WAYS TO GLORIFY GOD… 

 



 

 

 

 

Is it really the most important thing? 

• winning the game 

• getting the scholarship 

• getting the promotion 

• the friend or (boy friend or girl friend) 

• etc. etc…. 

It would be wrong of me not to point out that, while much of what I 

have talked about this morning is focused on our lives outside of this 

building…there is work to be done inside this building… 

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, 

the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their 

responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the 

church, the body of Christ.” 

Ephesians 4:12 

(the word “work” means the act of giving help and assistance to 

others) 

No church is designed to be a place where a few serve and the rest of 

us come, sit in a chair, and simply receive…following Jesus is not a 

spectator sport friends. The call is for all of us to do the work of the 

ministry, meaning the act of giving and helping and assisting one another in 

this place. All of us have a role to play in this church, in this building.  

I will illustrate by quoting from John Stott’s commentary on the verse 

found here in Ephesians… 



 

 

 

“I saw the principle of the every-member ministry well illustrated 

when I visited a church, a few years ago…On the front cover of their Sunday 

bulletin I read the name of the Pastor, then the names of the Associate 

Pastor and of the Assistant to the Pastor. Next came the following line: 

‘Ministers: the entire congregation’. It was startling, but undeniably 

biblical.” 

Are you currently ministering to others that call Sunridge home? 

Because, going back to the beginning, this is what was happening in the 

book of Acts. This is what we have been studying these last few weeks. 

Everyone ministering to one another…no one better than anyone else. 

Everyone seeking to glorify God in all they did…and because of this, they 

enjoyed the goodwill (kindly feeling of approval and support) of 

everyone…all people, not just the ones who were in the church, but those 

that were outside of the church as well. 

So, in conclusion I will leave you with the words of the great Nike 

advertising slogan “Just Do It” (PHOTO) 

Actually, that is terrible advice…because we can’t do this on our own. 

You, me, everyone, is incapable of living out what is described in Acts 2:42-

47…unless we have one thing in common with those described in this 

verse… 

We are told that “A deep sense of awe came over them all”.  

Do you know what fills my heart with awe??? 

God’s love for you and me, but can I tell you something…God’s love 

will never fill you with a deep sense of awe until you begin to comprehend 

God’s wrath. Apart from God’s perfect and terrifying wrath, God’s love 

shown through Jesus makes very little sense.  

A study of any concordance will show you that there are more 

references in the Bible to God’s anger, fury, and wrath than there are to His  



 

 

 

 

love and tenderness…See because God is holy He hates sin and so His 

anger burns against the sinner… 

…wrath is as much a part of God as His faithfulness, power, mercy, 

etc…It must be this way otherwise God would no longer be perfect if wrath 

were absent from Him. That would mean God was indifferent to sin…that 

He didn’t really care about it…”wrath is the holiness of God stirred into 

activity against sin.”  God is referred to as a “consuming fire” 

Nothing is so sweet as the patience and goodness of God,and nothing 

is more terrible as His wrath when it takes fire… 

Jesus…. 

He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he became deeply 

troubled and distressed. He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to 

the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

Mark 14:33-34 

HE SAVED ME…FROM WHAT??? 

HIS WRATH…WHAT IS THAT??? 

JESUS TAKES IT ON…FOR ME :-)   

This is what Jesus took on Himself…this is what Jesus did for you 

and me…God himself, in human form taking upon Himself the consuming 

fire wrath of a God who power knows no end…because we deserve it? No, 

because we are loved by Him… 

 

 



 

 

 

ENDING 

Amazing Love (And Can It Be) words by Charles Wesley 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior's blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? For me, who Him to death 

pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for 

me? Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for 

me? 

Jesus pursued the cross for you and I…He pursued the terrible wrath 

of God toward sin for all of us in this room today… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


