
 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Other than Penguins surviving by huddling together, what pictures 
would you use to describe what Christian fellowship is like? 
 
Read Acts 2:42-47. Do you think Christians today are as “devoted” to the 
values in these verses as the early believers were? Why? 
 
In what ways do you think your relationship with God and others are 
intertwined? In what ways do you think they are different? 
 
Meditate on 1 John, chapters 1 & 2 this week. Make as many 
observations about “fellowship” as possible and share those with your 
group. 
 
What lingering questions do you have about fellowship? Share those 
questions with your group as part of the discussion. 
 
What do you think Sunridge could do to improve our fellowship with 
one another?  
 
What steps could you take to improve your fellowship with other 
Christians. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
CULTIVATING COMMUNITY 
Acts 2:42 +     PAGE: 

 
ACTS CONTEXT: Luke-author, birth of church, transitional book 
What makes that important is not that we’re looking for method but values. Closer to 
the original. (Acts records the history of the early church) 
 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  
 
Devoted: moving toward (pursue), continually. Dedicated themselves:  
 

Apostles teaching 
 Fellowship: Koinonia: fellowship. Sharing, participation in, commonness, unity, 
community. 

Breaking of bread 
Prayer 
*Mostly expressions of fellowship 

 
Fellowship: old fashioned word. 2 fellows in a ship going in the same direction. 
Fellowship hall. Blest be the tie that binds  (1782; John Fawcett, converted under George 
Whitefield)  
 
43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by 
the apostles.  
 
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
TODAY FELLOWSHIP: I will use the word to set it apart from any type of relationship 
we’re familiar with. 

1. A theology of fellowship 
2. A picture of fellowship 
3. The reality of fellowship 
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A THEOLOGY OF FELLOWSHIP 
When humankind fell (Genesis) and chose to make themselves rather than God, the 
center of their being, the effect was not only to put us out of fellowship with God, but 
also out of fellowship with our fellow man. Adam & Eve hide from God AND one 
another. 
 

By the very next chapter (4) the first quarrel among brothers occurs ending in the 
murder of Abel by Cain. 

 
Original sin then, says not only do I want MY way over God’s, but I want my way over 
everybody else. 
 
The work of Christ on the Cross, then, was not only to bring us back into fellowship with 
God, but also back into fellowship with our fellow man. 
 
1. Our relationship with God & people are intertwined: (compound not mix) 
 
Every metaphor of the church depicts our sole reliance upon God & our 
interdependency upon one another: 

Building constructed of different materials with foundation of Christ 
Body comprised of diverse parts with the blood of Jesus running through its veins 
Fruit bearing vine with many branches that must abide in the true vine 
Family with one Father 

 
1 John 2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the 
darkness. PAGE: 
 
So then, our fellowship with man & fellowship with God are utterly connected. When 
we draw close to God, we draw close to others. Whatever barriers become erected 
between us and our fellow man become barriers between us and God.  
 
These barriers, unresolved become thicker & higher until we can find ourselves shut off 
from others & God. So, if we desire to walk in closeness to God, we must do so with our 
fellow man.  
 
Conversely, as we see how inter-related these two relationships are, we can experience 
the oneness that God designed us to experience. 
 
 



 

 

Jesus prayer for our unity in John 17 
 
Satan’s main attack has been to divide the church. (Questionable: podcasts, venues – 
individual) 
 Paul says to guard the unity and put out those that threaten it 
 
We have eternal life and that life is meant to be lived together 
 
2.The Gospel is central to our fellowship 
 
Eph 3:6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.  
 
2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  
 
3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  
4 We write this to make our joy complete.  
 
 You must respond  to the gospel to have this “fellowship” 
 Our fellowship is with God. (its not a club & our sole commonness is Christ)  
 What could make the tenderhearted John more joyful? 
 
3. In order to experience fellowship, we must live authentically before God & others 
 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all.  
 
6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 
by the truth.  
 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 



 

 

 
Light & Darkness: Light reveals & darkness hides. So, to have true fellowship it requires 
us to stand in the light with both God and man.  
 
This means that any attempts of duplicity, to conceal, hide, project falsely, proclaim 
false goodness etc. return us to the fall in the garden. Hiding. Posing. Return to the Fall. 

The strange phenomena of Christians, saved by grace, refusing to own sin?  (the 
requirement to start a relationship with God). What is that about us? 

 
So then, the ONLY basis for FELLOWSHIP with God & man, is to live out in the open with 
both. 
 
A PICTURE OF FELLOWSHIP 
Penguins 
Every winter, Emperor Penguins leave the comfort of the ocean and head (waddle or 
scoot) toward their Antarctic breeding grounds, 100 miles inland from the sea. 
 
Eventually they reach the place where they were hatched, an area sheltered by giant 
icebergs trapped in the frozen ocean.  It’s here that they will raise the next generation. 
 
With winter breathing down their neck, each seeks out a mate, resulting in one precious 
egg, per couple - the hope of survival for the next generation. 
 
SHOW DVD CLIP- 
Discovery Channel/Planet Earth/Ice Worlds/Chapter 3-08 
11:47-14:12 
“males face the coldest, darkest winter on earth.” (end) 
 
Do I need to explain? 
We can, and many times do, live in a hostile environment, therefore our survival 
depends on our ability to huddle together. 
 
Everyone needs & deserves time protected in the core. 
 
Those at the core, once warmed and recovered, rotate to the outer shell in order to give 
others their time at the core.  
 
The whole thing hinges on this rhthym/dance. 
 



 

 

They engage in this practice for survival – themselves and the next generation. All else is 
peripheral. 
 
GROUP LIFE: Get it. Give it. (SCC Shepherd model) 
 
Now, before you get too warm and fuzzy… 
 
THE REALITY OF FELLOWSHIP 
 
Repeat after me… 
 
1. My church is not perfect 
 
To dwell above with saints we love, that will be glory – BUT 
To dwell below with saints we know, well, that’s a different story! 
 
2. People come “as is” 
 
Have you ever purchased something as is? 
 
People are messy 
 
Everybody’s normal until you get to know them (John Ortberg) 
 
What caused Apostle Paul to pen these words? 
 
Eph 4:3  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
 
Can you imagine Jesus’ first group? 
“Open your scrolls...” 
 
 James/John  

“Uh, Lord, before we get started do you mind if I ask a favor.  You know, at the 
end of our sessions.....could you set it up so my brother and I can have the 
most favored seat next to your right hand?...our mother wanted us to ask! 

 
 Peter 

“Just wanted to let you know Lord, these other guys are going to really let you 
down, but I never will.” 

 



 

 

 Thomas 
“I’m not even sure if I really believe in this whole thing...” 
 

 Mark   
I quit. 

 
 Matthew    

Has anyone given thought to exactly how much this is going to cost?” 
 
 Simon (zealot)  

I have a suggestion for our group’s first outing – lets cut the heads off all the 
Roman dogs and then overthrow the government.” 

 
3. Our imperfections (aka ‘differences’) are a catalyst for spiritual growth 
 
The best thing for our growth is to lean toward those who aren’t like us: 
Young – Experienced 
New believer – Mature 
Single – Married 
 
Every notice how the fruit of the Spirit is related to people relationships? 
Ga 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 
 
It’s easy to become discouraged by the gap between the ideal and the real.  The secret 
is to passionately love the church in spite of its imperfections.  Longing for the ideal 
while criticizing the real is evidence of immaturity.  On the other hand, settling for the 
real without striving for the ideal is complacency.  Maturity is living with the tension.  
Rick Warren 
 
He who loves his dream of community more than the Christian community itself 
becomes a destroyer of the latter....If we do not give thanks daily for the Christian 
fellowship in which we have been placed, even when there is no great experience, no 
discoverable riches, but much weakness, small faith, and difficulty; if on the contrary, 
we keep complaining that everything is paltry and petty, then we hinder God from 
letting our fellowship grow. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
Group Life: relationships in the church form the same way they do elsewhere. Time 
together. 


