
 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1) Considering all the people involved, what sins are committed in 

chapter 11? Which sin do you think is the “worst?” Why? 
2) What observations can we make about the character of Uriah? 

(verses 6-13). About Joab? (verse 14-24). What can we learn 
from their actions? 

3) In light of 2 Samuel 11, in what way do you think one sin leads to 
another? Can you think of modern day examples of the sin ripple 
effect? In what ways can one sin cause pain to even the innocent? 

4) In your opinion, was Bathsheba a victim or complicit in the sins 
of David? Why? 

5) As the King, David had absolute power. Do you think there is a 
correlation between power and sin? How does that apply to 
today’s world? The church? 

6) What can Christians do to prevent such a tragic fall in our own 
lives? In what ways can we help other Christians avoid falling?  

7) How far can a true Christian fall from God? See Romans 1:21;  
8) How does the Gospel apply to such egregious actions? What 

advice would you give to a modern-day David if you had the 
opportunity? 

9) How important is location in our susceptibility to sin? See 
Proverbs 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
LEADER’S GUIDE 
2 Samuel 11 

 
OVERVIEW 
“Palace life” seems to have a detrimental effect on David’s spiritual life, contributing to the 
erosion of his passion for God and lazy leadership of Israel. Chapter 11 finds David making 
seriously poor choices, triggering a ripple effect of tragic consequences to everyone in proximity. 
He should at the battlefield alongside his soldiers, but instead, abuses his power and forces 
adultery upon Bathsheba. In his shame he attempts a cover up, and colludes with Joab in the 
murder of an innocent and good man, Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband. Uncharacteristically for 
David, there is no mention of God in this chapter until verse 27, “but the thing that David had 
done, displeased the Lord.” 
 
INTERPRETIVE & THEOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
How can a righteous person like David tumble so hard and fast? And, perhaps more importantly, 
can this still happen today to a Christian? The Apostle Paul describes his inner conflict and 
vulnerability to sin in Romans 7:1-8:4. In this passage we learn that: 1) the law can no longer 
condemn a believer (7:1-6), 2) it convicts unbelievers and believers of sin (7:7-13) 3) the law is 
helpless to deliver a person from sin (14-25); and, 4) believers who walk in the power of the 
Spirit through the Gospel can overcome (8:1-4) Reference: the John MacArthur Study Bible, page 
1704.  
 
SERMON OUTLINE & SCRIPTURES 
Avoiding a crash & burn: 

1.  Be where you’re supposed to be 
 2 Samuel 11:1-2; Proverbs 7 
 
2.  Listen to your conscience 
 2 Samuel 11:3-27, Romans 1:21; 7:18-8:1; Galatians 6:7-8 

 


