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David – Renaissance Man 
2 Samuel 8 – Grace Awakening 

 

P.A.S.S. Questions For Sunridge Life Group Leaders  
For the week of Oct 26-Nov 1, 2014 – Grace Awakening (2 Sam 8) 
(Leaders: Don’t feel like you have to get to every question. Pick a few you like and/or add your 
own) 
 
P - participation (get everyone involved in the dialog) 

1. Without being too morbid, what would you like to see written on your tombstone? 

2. Here are some funny ones… 

 Uniontown, Pennsylvania:  Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake – [He] Stepped 
on the gas instead of the brake. 

 Silver City, Nevada: Here lays Butch, He was quick on the trigger, but slow on 
the draw. 

 From Albany, New York:  Harry Edsel Smith – [He] Looked up the elevator shaft 
to see if the car was on the way down.  It was. 

 From Kirkland Lake, Ontario, Canada:  A victim of fast women and slow horses. 

 In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery:  Anna Wallace -- The children of Israel 
wanted bread and the Lord sent them manna, Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife, 
And the Devil sent him Anna. 

 Written by a Vermont widow:  Sacred to the memory of Jared Bates who died 
August the 6th, 1800:  His widow, aged 24, lives at 7 Elm Street, has many 
qualifications of a good wife, and yearns to be comforted. 

 This particular epitaph was found in Montrose, South Dakota:  To he who passes 
by: As you are, so once was I; As I am now, you soon shall be, So prepare 
yourself to follow me.  (Another message is scratched onto the tombstone:  “To 
follow you I’m not content, until I know which way you went.”) 

A - application (makes it personal) 

3. Question from the sermon:   

a. Are you surprised that only one out four leaders in the Bible “finished well”?  Why 
or why not? 

b. How would you reconcile David being a “great king” with so many missteps – and 
the fact that he did not finish well. 

4. As a group spend some time and come up with a definition of (God’s) grace.  (My 
favorite is, “all that God is lavishly poured into me.”   

S - scripture (thinking biblically is a learned behavior! :-) 
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5. Do you believe this is true?  For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases him. –Philippians 2:13 (NLT) 

6. What are the greatest hindering factors that can hinder us from believing this verse?  

7. The gospel is not that we try our best and then God blesses us, but that in Christ we 
have a perfect record, which we receive by grace through faith.  And as we place our 
faith and trust in Him, the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, will to do IN us and 
THROUGH us what we could never do on our own.  THAT is the gospel of God’s grace.  

a. Have you ever been stuck in a theological perspective where obedience was the 
goal instead of surrender (or, yielding)? 

b. How does the concept of God’s grace change your view of yourself, our church, 
and the Bible. 

S - sharing –  

8. Are you struggling with any of the common barriers to finishing well that you would feel 
comfortable to share about 

9. Leaders: Consider breaking up into male and female subgroups to share and pray for 
one another.  (Talk about the porn issue in a way that will generate an ongoing sense of 
safety to disclose.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
SERMON NOTES 

I. INTRO 

A. Prof Bobby Clinton spent 25 years at Fuller Seminary researching and teaching leadership 
concepts that he learned from studying leaders in the Bible.  Here is a snapshot of what he 
discovered: 

1. 500 leaders in the Bible 
2. 100 leaders with life information 
3. 49 with information on how they finished 
4. 13 finished well (26%!) 

B. Here’s what I think we need to hear: If we are not intentional about “finishing well” we 
probably won’t. 

C. What does it mean to “finish well”?  (We’ll get to that.)  Did David finish well? 

D. We believe It’s is very important to study the life of David because he is one of the most 
complex figures in the Bible – and more has been written about him than any other person 
in the Bible – more text, more passages…   

1. Last week Britt taught us from chap 7 on God providing David with a season of Good 
Times! David was the first rightful king of Israel and God promised that his kingdom 
would be established forever through his offspring (7:5-16).   

2. The gospels refer to Jesus as the “Son of David” 17 times (Mat-Luke).  What does this 
mean? 

a. This means that the nation of Israel was awaiting and looking for the next warrior 
king who was going to, again, deliver them from their enemies and establish a 
kingdom that would last forever.   
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b. Of course, what they didn’t realize is that Jesus came as a Servant King, not a 
Warrior King. 

II. BODY 

A. Today we find ourselves in 2 Samuel 8.  What we’re going to see is there are some (very) 
subtle indications that David is beginning to let his success go to his head.  (At the 
conclusion of my talk we will have the opportunity to celebrate communion together.)  [Let’s 
pray together and we’ll jump in…] 

B. A bird’s eye view of 2 Sam 8: 

1. Vs. 1-14 summarize David’s (and Israel’s) most significant and successful military 
campaigns and victories. 

a. If we dig a little bit deeper, we would discover that the writer is describing David’s 
military successes in the west (v. 1), east (v. 2), north (vs. 3-11), and south (vs. 
13-14).  The writer is strongly suggesting that David and Israel enjoyed victory 
in every direction – it is a declaration of total and complete success. 

b. Digging still deeper, we’d also find that the four military campaigns happened 
over a 12-year period – leaving David, as Britt said last week, standing at the 
summit (or apex) of Israel’s success.  These campaigns actually happened 
BEFORE chapters 6 & 7.  2 Sam 8 is a prequel chapter recounting David’s 
success.  

2. Vs. 15-18 describe David’s governing cabinet during his reign: 

a. David was Commander in Chief and Joab (v. 16a) was the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff – the principal military adviser. 

b. Jehoshaphat (v. 16b) was David’s Secretary of State. 

c. Zadok and Ahimelech (v. 17) were the chief rabbis and spiritual leaders of Israel. 

d. Benaiah (v. 18a) led the Secret Service, David’s bodyguards. 

e. Finally, (v. 18b) we see that David’s sons were also identified as priests (some 
translations use the phrase “chief ministers.” (NIV – “priests”).  This is a bit odd 
– a subtle indication that David is allowing his children inappropriate access to 
national influence.  We’ll come back to this… 

3. If we were to study this chapter verse-by-verse we would find that there is a phrase 
that is used twice – in v. 6b and in v. 14c: “The Lord gave David victory wherever he 
went.”  (Vs. 6b & 14c) 

a. Whenever a writer repeats the exact phrase twice in the same section or 
paragraph we know it’s important and that we need to pay attention.  What is the 
writer trying to communicate to us? 

b. This phrase is a strong affirmation of God’s CALL and God’s GRACE on David’s 
life.  

c. “For the gifts and the callings of God are without repentance.”  Romans 11:29 
(KJV) (NIV – irrevocable) (Common grace) 

4. Going back to 2 Sam 8 we also see in v. 11 that David dedicated all the proceeds 
from his military campaigns -- silver, gold, and bronze – to the Lord. 
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5. And finally, let’s look at v. 15: “So David reigned over all Israel; and David 
administered justice and righteousness for all his people.”  

C. “Good Times,” right??  Yes, but maybe some things are starting to go haywire?  Let’s look 
a little closer and see if there are any subtle indications that David is beginning to let his 
success go to his head:   

1. One well-respected commentator would take us back to chap 7 as an early indication 
that David is beginning to become prideful in an unhealthy way… 

a. Last week we saw that David is living in a palace and he decides that God needs 
a palace too.  What actually occurs in chap 7 is that God says to David, “No, 
you’re not going to build Me a house, I’m going to build you a house – and by My 
grace, I will establish a kingdom out of your lineage that will last forever.”  

b. Here’s what Eugene Peterson (author of the MSG paraphrase) in his book Leap 
Over A Wall, writes:  Do you know what I think? I think that David is just about to 
cross over a line from being full of God to being full of himself…David, riding the 
crest of acclaim, had decisively defeated the opposition having united God’s 
people and captured the allegiance of God’s people.  Heady with all of his 
success, the king believes he is now going to do God a favor.1  

2. There are three more subtle indications that David may be letting his success go to his 
head embedded in 2 Sam 8...   

a. V 2: And the Moabites became servants to David, bringing tribute. 
b. V 13: David made a name for himself. 
c. (Most distressing indicator) V 18: And David’s sons were priests. 

D. Now, I’d like to go back to the leadership studies of Bobby Clinton, the Prof of 
Leadership at Fuller Seminary.  In his years of study he found that there were Seven 
Common Barriers To Finishing Well:  

1. Misuse or abuse of money  
2. Sexual misconduct (Polygamy was never God’s plan as an acceptable marital 

status. Gen 2 articulates a very clear sex ethic that defines marriage as a covenant 
between one man and one woman) 

3. Abuse of power 
4. Pride; self-centered ambition 
5. Excessive family problems - wife &/or kids 
6. Plateauing: recycle things we've learned (Life-long learners) 
7. Emotional &/or psychological wounding (get some help!) 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. And now, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, I’d like to wrap this 
up by providing for you a list of what Bobby Clinton found to be the primary actions of those 
who finished well.  And then I’m going to tell you why we can’t accomplish this on our 
own…So, What Does It Mean To Finish Well? 

1. Personal, vibrant relationship with God; a growing intimacy leading to obedience [as 
an act of worship]. 

                                                         
1
 Eugene Peterson. Leap Over a Wall, HarperOne 1998: 161. 
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2. Learning rather than plateauing or stagnating. 
3. Christ-like character evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit. 
4. Maintaining conviction regarding God's truth and living it out. 
5. Accomplishing God's purposes; knowing God is with you and for you. 
6. Sense of destiny - Believing that God will do what He said He would do.  

B. Why we can’t accomplish these things on our own… 

1. We need God and we need one another (30 “one another’s” / group life) 

2. When Nathan prophesied over David back in chap 7, what we now call the Davidic 
Covenant (:8-17); God uses the word “I” 12 times,2 which is a statement of emphatic 
declaration.  It is not David who accomplishes great things for God, but rather God 
who accomplishes great things through David.  God is saying to David, “Dude, you’re 
not accomplishing these things, I am.”   

3. Divine blessing comes unconditionally – and it comes by grace. 

a. David was an unexpected king -- a boy from a poor family in Bethlehem, and 
God establishes his kingdom forever. 

b. Jesus, a descendent of David, is also an unexpected king – a boy from poor 
family, also born in Bethlehem.   

c. Jesus is the true and better David – He is not just our example He is our 
substitute.  He was perfectly obedient…  

d. The gospel is not that we try our best and then God blesses us, but that in Christ 
we have a perfect record, which we receive by faith. 

e. As we place our faith and trust in Him, He, by the transforming power of the HS, 
will to do IN us and THROUGH us what we could never do on our own.  THAT is 
the gospel of God’s grace.  

f. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what 
pleases him. –Philippians 2:13 (NLT) 

C. Let’s prepare our hearts to celebrate communion is an act of worship that celebrates the 

grace and the mercy of God.  (Eucharist means, “thank you.”) 

 

 

                                                         
2
 “I will” (8x’s), “I took” (2x’s), “I commanded,”  


