
 

 

 
TITLE:  ALL IN. 
 
 
THEME:  The cost of following Jesus Christ. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Galatians 5:13-18 
 
 
13You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love. 14For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping 
this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If you keep 
on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other. 
 
16So I say, walk in the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever 
you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law.  (NIV) 
 
 
 

KEY VERSE: Galatians 5:16, “So I say, walk in the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 
nature.”  (NIV) 

 
 
 
 



 

 

(1)  REMEMBER: 
Prelude in right perspective 
Galatians 5:13-15 
 
 
13You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another humbly in love.  
 
14For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  
 
 

1. Our OPINION OF JESUS CHRIST will always lead us toward a partial 
understanding of true freedom. 

a. Always know who you are (and who you’re not), and where you came 
from. 

 
2. NEVER FORGET THE REALITY OF YOUR HUMANITY: 

a. We are born with evil, God-hating hearts.  Genesis 8:21b, “every 
inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. 

 

b. Jesus words in Luke 11:13 assert that we know we are evil.  Luke 
11:13, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

c. Romans 6:3, “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”  

 
3. True freedom is NEVER A LICENSE TO SIN, rather to serve God and others in 

love. 
a. RULES without RELATIONSHIPS always lead to REBELLION. 

 
15If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed 
by each other. 
 

1. Warnings always require a radical change in direction! 
 

2.    What I VALUE, I DO.  
 
 

3. Circumventing God’s grace by seeking “Status, Accomplishments, Reputation” 
thru the law only produces a vain, self-righteous, and critical spirit that 
destroys self and others. 



 

 

(2)  RECOGNIZE: 
The Struggle Within 
Galatians 5:16 
 
16So I say, walk in the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you are 
not to do whatever you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 
 

1. The apostle Paul speaks as a “Spiritual Father” (Baba) to the Jewish Christian 
Galatians. 

a. Always know who is speaking to you and the importance of their 
instruction. 

 

2. God has A PLAN for you! 
a. What does that mean and how does it fit within your understanding? 

 
GOD’S DIVINE RESCUE MISSION: CONFUSION ABOUT GOD’S PLAN: 

 
(1) Single act of completion/satisfaction 
John 19:30a, When he had received the drink, 
Jesus said, “It is finished.” 
 
(2) Based upon God’s action, not ours. 
 
(3) Required absolute satisfaction for our sin 
debt. 

SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT: 
(1) Police: Secure the scene, 
Investigate the facts, Assign 
responsibility 
 
 
(2) Ambulance:  Help/Treat victims 
 
(3) Judge:  Weigh the facts, Enforce 
the law. 

 
3. Life Issue:  We accept within the American Dream our greatest asset is OUR 

OWN ABILITIES. 
 

4. The Gospel has different priorities: We are to DIE TO OURSELVES and 
BELIEVE IN GOD and TRUST IN HIS POWER. 

 

5. God confronts us with our utter INABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING of 
value apart from him. 

 
 
John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 
 



 

 

Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
[WARNING]  Even more important is the subtly fatal goal that as long as we achieve 
our desires in our own power, we will always attribute it to our own glory. 
 
* While the goal of life is to make much of us, the goal of the Gospel is to make much 
of God. 
 

(3)  REPRESENT: 
The Passion of the Christ follower 
Galatians 5:17-18 
 
17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you are 
not to do whatever you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 
 
 

1. C.S. Lewis said, “No man knows how bad he is until he has tried very hard to 
be good.” 

 
Romans 7:14-15, “We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a 
slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what 
I hate I do.” 
 
 

1. The Lord desires that you walk in His Spirit today rather than waiting.  
 

2. Right Perspective is not about what you “HAVE TO DO”, rather, what you 
“GET TO DO” 

 

3. The Battle over the Cadence:  Keeping in step with the Spirit is by crucifying 
our sinful nature so that we may keep in step with the cadence of the Spirit of 
God. 

a. Military training requires a person to get rid of personal habits and 
adopt new training and behavior in order to follow and carry out 
orders effectively  (Marching must be performed by a synchronized 
cadence). 

 

4. INTEGRITY is sharpened thru ACCOUNTABILITY. 
a. SUBMISSION:  to Christ’s Lordship and model of leadership within the 

local church. 
i. There are NO RAMBO Christians! 



 

 

b. TRANSPARENCY:  no one really cares how much you know until they 
know how much you really care. 

c. RECONCILIATION:  building up one another thru regular confession 
with a trusted Christ-follower. 

 
 
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (NKJV) 
 
 
Joshua 24:15, “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  (NKJV) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


