
 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  
(Group leaders pick 4-5 questions to discuss as time permits) 

 
When is the last time you took a huge risk? (think business, relationship, thrill seeking) How did it turn 
out? 
 
 
Read Esther 5 in sections and ask the group to make observations (especially highlight the contrast 
between Esther and Haman).  
 
In what ways does the sin of coveting present itself in Haman’s life?  
 
 
Of all the shortcomings and possible sins human beings are vulnerable to, why do you think coveting is 
one of the ten commandments? (Ex 20:17) 
 
 
What do the following verses teach us about coveting? Php 4:11-12; Ro 13:9 
 
 
In what ways is Esther a completely different person than Haman? (have the group list as many 
contrasts as possible) 
 
 
In your opinion, which life perspective leads to a happier life: Haman’s or Esther’s? Why? 
 
 
Why do you think Esther chose to take such a huge risk?  
 
 
What are some of the things you take into account when deciding whether to take a risk or not?  
 
 
What is one step Esther (and Mordecai) take in deciding whether to approach the king? 
 
 
Read Mt 20:28. In what ways would life look differently for you if you lived this out daily? What are 
some of your challenges and concerns to living in such a way? 
 
 
What are your thoughts on the Sinclair Ferguson quote referred to? 

 



 

 

 
Guide – ESTHER: Leap of faith 

 
Esther is beautiful, wise, and gutsy. Her beauty will prove irresistible to the most 
powerful king in the world. With wisdom she will outmaneuver a cunning manipulator. 
With guts, she will take her place in history and save the Hebrew people from sure 
annihilation.   
 
OUTLINE & SCRIPTURES 
Esther 5: Leap of faith 
 
CONTRAST OF ESTHER AND HAMAN: 

 Haman is obsessed with the one thing he doesn’t have while Esther is risking 
everything she does have. 

 Haman is focused on himself while Esther is focused on others. 
 Haman is scheming while Esther is fasting 

 
A LEAP OF FAITH is a step involving a major decision that has personal risk and for which 
the outcome is unknown.  
 Heb 11:6-39 
 
HOW DO WE KNOW WHEN GOD MIGHT BE ASKING US TO TAKE A GIANT LEAP OF 
FAITH?  
 Esther 4:14; 16; 5:1 
 
1. Why am I jumping?  
 
2. How can I prepare for this leap? 
 Pr 20:18 
 
3. What can I do to smooth out the landing? 
 Luke 14:28 
 
“JESUS is the true and better Esther who didn’t just risk leaving an earthly palace but 
lost the ultimate and heavenly one, who didn’t just risk his life, but gave his life to save 
his people.” Jesus didn’t just say “if I perish, I perish”, but “when I perish, I perish for 
them”. 
—Sinclair Ferguson 

 

 


