
 

 

 
 

 Faith In Real Life - James 3:13-18 Faith thinks different 
 

FOR DISCUSSION: (Page 1) 
 

TRADITIONAL MODEL: 
 
According to James, what are the characteristics of earthly wisdom? What are 
the characteristics of the wisdom from above? 
 
 
Why do you think James found it necessary to contrast the two kinds of wisdom?  
 
 
In what ways do Christians get confused about the two kinds of wisdom today? In 
what ways have you observed Christians who think more like atheists? 
 
 
Which characteristic of earthly wisdom crops up once in a while in you? 
 
 
Which of the characteristics of godly wisdom would you most like to work on? 
 
 
In what ways have you personally experienced the results of bitter jealousy and 
contention in the Christian community? 
 
 
When was the last time you realized you were NOT thinking different (like a 
Christian)?  
 
 
If you followed James’ advice, how would your relationships be different? 
 
 
Do you think James words apply more to the interaction of Christians to 
Christians, or Christians to the world? 
 



 

 

 
 

 
FOR DISCUSSION: (Page 2) 

 
CONTEMPLATIVE MODEL: 
What are you learning about God from this message? 
 
 
What are you learning about yourself from the message? 
 
 
What questions does this message bring up for you? 
 
 
What is God doing in your heart lately? 
 
 
What things do you feel are getting in the way from what God wants to do in you? 
 
 
What is the biggest thing causing you concern these days?  
(something to pray about) 
 
 
What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is the “good news” that Jesus entered into our broken world to 
rescue us from sin. The good news is that through Christ’s redemptive sacrifice 
on the cross, sinners are pardoned, the undeserving are given grace, and the 
broken are restored. There is no sin too heinous for God’s forgiveness. There is 
no person so good in-and-of-themselves that does not require forgiveness. 
Salvation is a free gift of God to anyone who genuinely acknowledges their 
brokenness and confesses saving faith in the Son of God. It doesn’t take strong 
faith, just genuine faith in order to be saved.  
 
An example of how you could pray: 
Heavenly Father, I acknowledge that I’m broken and a sinner. I believe that 
Christ died on the cross for sin, and through his resurrection overcame sin and 
death. I believe in you. I thank you for saving me.  
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
The good news does not end with a confession of faith. New faith can grow into 
deep faith if cultivated. Let someone at Sunridge know about your new-found 
faith, and inquire about our new believer’s resource: God Time: Your First 31 
Days.  Follow Christ wholeheartedly by professing your faith publicly through 
baptism, learning the Bible by attending church regularly and pursuing the unique 
calling of Jesus in your life! 
 
 

 
 
 
Leader Guide 
Faith thinks different 
James 3:13-18 

 
Faith In Real Life 
Honest, realistic and practical words about faith in a real life world from the 
Epistle of James. 
 
OUTLINE & SCRIPTURES 
 
 

James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his 
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you 
harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or 
deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is 
earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom that 
comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers 
who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 
Apple’s Think Different campaign: 
Maybe the most important thing is to shake off this erroneous notion that life is 
there and you’re just gonna live in it, versus embrace it, change it, improve it, 
make your mark upon it. 
 
I think that’s very important and however you learn that, once you learn it, you’ll 
want to change life and make it better, cause it’s kind of messed up, in a lot of 
ways. Once you learn that, you’ll never be the same again. 
-- Steve Jobs 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? 
 

Faith in real life thinks different 
But maybe not in the way you think.  

 
Real life faith thinks different in at least 4 ways: 
 
1. Different Sources 
 
 Heavenly - 17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven 
 
 Earthly - 15  “wisdom” that does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 

unspiritual, of the devil.  
 

2. Different Motives 
 
 To bring heaven to earth - Wisdom that comes down to earth from heaven (15) 
 
 IGM - 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not boast about it or deny the truth. 
 
James says to face the truth about our motives: don’t lie and don’t boast 
 
3. Different Behaviors 
 
13 Let him show it  
 
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 
about it or deny the truth. 
 

-OR- 
 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, 
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 
 
17 the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  
Leave verse on screen: 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
4. Different Outcomes 
 
 Instability and chaos - 16 there you find disorder and every evil practice.  
 
 Peace - 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 
How can I think different? 
 
1. Realize you are different 
2Co 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come! 
 
When you become a Christian, your soul is converted, but not necessarily your 
mind. Soul conversion is instantaneous when we acknowledge our need of 
Christ, but our minds are not instantaneously converted. 

 
There are a lot of reasons for that, but mainly because our salvation is totally 
dependent on the work of Christ, but mind conversion if you will is largely the 
work of me. I have some skin in the game. 

 
2. Acknowledge that your thinking is under a constant barrage to 
unfaith thinking. 
Col 2:8 See to it that no-one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this 
world rather than on Christ. 
 
3. Rehabilitate your thinking 
1Co 14:20 Brothers, stop thinking like children…in your thinking be adults. 
 
Paul: 
Ro 12:2 be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  
 

Faith in real life thinks different 


