
 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Can you think of a time when your opinion of someone was swayed by what others said 
but later you discovered that you were wrong? If you were Paul, how would this have 
affected you? See Acts 13:45, 50, 14:5-7, & 19 for Paul’s devotion to the Galatians. 
 
Read Galatians 1:10-14. Why does Paul stress the origin of his message? Why is it 
important for the Galatians to understand that he is not just passing on second-hand 
information? In your opinion is God still providing this kind of revelation today? Why or 
why not? What are some potential dangers in making a claim like Paul’s? 
 
Read Gal. 1:18-2:10. Why does Paul emphasize how long he preached without formal 
approval by the apostles in Jerusalem? How does that contribute to his point in this 
passage? 
 
In your opinion, how important is it that a church is clear on the gospel?  
 
When you share the gospel, what do you say? When is the last time you had the 
opportunity to share the gospel with someone? 
 
Have someone from the group prepare beforehand to do a short character study of 
Paul’s companions, Titus & Barnabas. 
 
Read Galatians 1:10- from a conversion story perspective: Paul before conversion, Gal. 
1:13-14. Conversion, 1:15 & Acts 9:1-8. After conversion, 1:17-2:10. What observations 
can you make about Paul’s life before and after conversion? Have you ever known 
someone so adamantly opposed to Christ who later became a Christian? What brought 
about that change? 
 
In what ways is your conversion story similar to Paul’s? How is your story different? How 
does such dramatic change in a person like Paul contribute to the reality of the gospel? 
 
In your opinion, how might a Jewish Christian’s theology of the gospel be different from 
a Gentile Christian’s?  How does our cultural and societal contexts affect our theology 
today? 
 
Given the unique backgrounds of early Christians, how do you think they maintained 
their unity? What can we learn from them today? (See Col. 3:11, 14, Eph 4:3) 
 



 

 

 
Leader’s Guide 
FREE 2: Free from baloney. Galatians 1:10-2:10 

 
OVERVIEW 
In addition to corrupting the gospel, the Judaizers sought to stir controversy in their 
favor by discrediting the Apostle Paul. If they could undermine the messenger, they 
would succeed in undermining the message. Toward that end, they accused Paul of 
being a self-serving people pleaser who was watering down the gospel, a self-appointed 
author of a gentile gospel devoid of necessary Mosaic traditions, and a self-promoting 
lone ranger operating outside the authority of the mother church at Jerusalem. Sad to 
say, their strategy worked, as many of the believers in Galatia were shaken and 
confused. In Galatians 1:10-2:10, Paul attempts to refute rumor with fact, correct error 
with truth, and debunk myth with history, as he legitimizes his apostleship and the 
gospel. 
 
OUTLINE & SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 
Accusation 1: Paul is a people pleaser. 
 Answer 1: I am a servant of Christ, not man. Gal 1:10 
 
Accusation 2: Paul’s gospel is just another made-made religion. 
 Answer 2: I received the gospel through a supernatural interaction with Jesus. 
Gal 1:11-14; 
 Acts 9:1-8 
 
Accusation 3: Paul is subordinate to the main teachers of the Church and they agree 
with us.  

Answer 3: Your facts are only partially true and the timeline is compatible with 
story.  
Gal 1:15-2:10; Acts 4:36, Acts 13-14; 2 Cor 2:13; Titus 1:4 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
1. Partially true is more dangerous than completely false. Pro 18:17; Acts 17:11 
 Fill the gap with trust and then search out the facts. 
 
2. Genuine conversion is indicated by change. 

The change is not always as dramatic in choices etc., but true conversion results in a 
desire to fulfill the teachings of Jesus found in the Bible. 

 

 


