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Grace To Give (#gracetogive) 

April 6, 2014 

P.A.S.S. Questions For Sunridge Home Group Leaders  
For the week of April 6-12, 2014 – #gracetogive (2 Corinthians 8:8-9; 9:13, 7) 
 
P - participation (get everyone involved in the dialog) 

1. Theologians speak of two different facets of God’s grace.   

a. Common Grace – God’s undeserved favor that is given to all human beings (see 
Mat 5:45b), which does not change the human heart or bring people to salvation.  

b. Special Grace -- The grace of God that brings people to salvation; also known as 
"saving grace” (see Eph 2:8-9). 

2. How many examples of common grace can you name from your own life in the last few 
days?  

3. Considering 2 Cor 8:9, how does it make you feel that Jesus left the comfort and 
security of heaven to become poor (i.e., death on a cross) so that Christians could 
become rich (i.e., enrichment of believers expressing completeness with permanent 
results)? 

A - application (makes it personal) 

4. The Bible seems to indicate there can be no significant spiritual growth unless we put 
our money and our attitude toward it into God’s hands. Do you agree or disagree? 
Why? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. What words or phrases stand out to you in this passage?  

6. Based on v.13, Paul argued that the church is not called to simply feed people, but to 
lead them to praise God (and to salvation). Do you agree or disagree? Why are both 
important to our mission as a church (helping people FIND and FOLLOW Jesus)? 

S - scripture (thinking biblically is a learned behavior! :-) 

7. How can the gospel motivate and sustain radical generosity? 

8. Does it seem reasonable to tithe to the One who’s given you everything?  Do you agree 
or disagree? Why? 

S - sharing –  

9. What steps can you take personally to become a more radically generous person? 
Budget? Get out of debt? Simplify? Volunteer your time? 

10. What kind of impact could a culture of radical generosity have upon your neighborhood? 
Our valley? Our world? 
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I. INTRO 

A. The Christian Church grew very quickly during the first century… 

1. Twenty-thirty years after the last apostle, John, died (early 2nd century), there was a 
letter written to a non-Christian named Diognetus by an un-named follower of Jesus to 
explain why Christianity was growing so quickly (you can look it up online: Epistle to 
Diognetus).  Listen to what it says in part about the growth of Christianity: 

“Christians busy themselves on earth, but their citizenship is in heaven. 
They live in their own native lands, but they live as aliens. For every 
foreign country is to them as their native land, and every native land is as 
their foreign country. They marry and have children, but they do not kill 
unwanted babies. They share their table with everyone, but they don’t 
share their bed with everyone. They love everyone but are persecuted by 
all. They are poor and make many rich. They are short of everything and 
yet have plenty of everything. They are treated outrageously but behave 
respectfully. They are mocked and blessed in return. When they do good 
they are attacked.  When they are attacked they rejoice as if being given 
new life.”1  

2. Based on this letter there are (at least) four qualities/reasons why Christianity was 
growing so quickly: 

a. Christians welcomed all races into the family of God. 

1) “Every foreign country is to them as their native land, and every native land 
is as their foreign country.”  The early Christians were Jews, Greeks, 
Africans, and Romans – but they were Christians first. 

2) Early Christians no longer took their primary identity from who they were 
racially or culturally.  

b. Christians maintained a high view of life. 

1) They did not kill the unwanted – back then, as it is in many parts of the 
world today, when a female child is born, she was often abandoned – or 
killed. 

2) Christians initiated the original concept of the orphanage to protect and 
nurture unwanted children. 

c. Christians had an uncommon view of sex -- They “shared their table with all but 
not their bed with all.” 

1) The surrounding culture’s understanding of sex is that it was an appetite – if 
you got hungry you ate – and if you felt aroused you had sex. 

2) Christians came along with an absolutely radical sex ethic – sex is reserved 
for an exclusive and permanent relationship between a husband and a wife.  

3) The Christian sex ethic ran through the Roman Empire like lightening – it 
was so unique - promoting wholeness, soul intimacy, and fidelity. 

                                                         
1
 Epistle to Diognetus. 
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d. Christians were radically generous -- “They are poor and make many rich. They 
are short of everything and yet have plenty of everything” 

1) The early Christians were marked by “eye-popping generosity.”2 

2) People were amazed at how quickly Christians were willing to give of their 
time, energy, and money. 

3) Early Christians were willing to change their life-style to better position 
themselves to be radically generous.  

3. How could Christianity travel so quickly through the Roman Empire with it’s slavery, 
infanticide, corruption, decadence, and immorality?  Here’s why… 

a. No other political or religious system could match the beauty of the lives of these 
Christians.  Their lifestyle was startling and attractive. 

b. People had never seen anything like it.  No one could figure it out.   

B. Today I’d like to focus in on the radical generosity of the early church, and speak to the 
issue of money.  There are two primary reasons why it’s so important for us to speak about 
our money:  

1. So many of the complexities of our lives revolve around finances. 

2. So much of the Bible is about money.  Most of us in the room have heard that Jesus 
spoke about money more often than He did about heaven or hell -- more than any 
other topic – except the kingdom of God.   

C. Here is an overview of what the Bible seems to say about us and our money: There can be 
no significant spiritual growth unless we put our money and our attitude toward it into God’s 
hands.  

D. Why?  There’s is a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives and how we think 
about - and handle money.  

E. Today we will spend our time in 2 Corinthian 8-9 (pgs 806-807).  What does it mean to put 
our money in God’s hands: 

F. I will read, pray, and then jump in…“ I am not commanding you, but I want to test the 
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”  --2 Corinthians 8:8-9 

II. BODY 

A. Today, I’d like to point out three characteristics of radical generosity from 2 Cor 8-9:  The 
MEANS of our generosity, the MOTIVATION of our generosity, and the MEASURE of our 
generosity (as we will see, they’re all directly related to the gospel of grace…) 

1. The MEANS of our generosity (the gospel of grace) 

a. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become 
rich.”  --2 Corinthians 8:9   

                                                         
2
 Portions of this sermon are adapted from a sermon by Tim Keller: Radical Generosity, Nov 1991. 



Copyright  2014 Gregg Caruso, Sunridge Community Church. All rights reserved. We encourage you to use and share 
this material freely—but please don’t charge money for it, change the wording, or remove the copyright information. 

b. Someone has said, “No one ever started so rich and became so poor as Jesus.  
And no one was ever so poor and became so rich as those who have placed 
their faith and trust in Jesus.” 

c. Jesus lived the most generous life ever.  His greatest gift was to become a 
substitute and sacrifice on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins.   

d. When we are generous, we are reminding ourselves, and others, of the 
generosity of Jesus.  

e. Radical generosity is a gospel issue, not a time, talent, or treasure issue.  It is a 
gospel issue with time, talent, and treasure implications. 

2. The MOTIVATION for our generosity (the gospel of grace) 

a. “Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise 
God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.”  --2 
Corinthians 9:13 [Leads to joyful generosity] 

b. Motivation is a motor – something that drives us.  What is it that leads Christians 
to a generosity that other people don’t seem to understand?   

1) In this verse Paul is careful to position his call for “obedience” in the grace 
that we have been given in Jesus.   

2) Our motivation is rooted in a desire to express our gratitude that flows 
(naturally) out of the gift of grace we have received.  

c. A Christian who is beginning to understand the implications of the gospel of 
grace has a completely different attitude toward their possessions, 
knowing/realizing everything ultimately comes from God. 

d. “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you 
boast as though you did not?”  --1 Corinthians 4:7 

e. We begin to see that we are not the “owners” of our possessions, but that we are 
“stewards” of God’s possessions – because everything we have comes from 
Him. 

f. Suppose someone gave you a house…?  ($380k / 22% / 10%) 

g. God comes to us in the Bible and says, I’ve given you everything that you have – 
how about sharing with me 10% for the work of the church and for the needs of 
the poor…  

h. **The way we know that we have actually experienced the grace of God is if we 
have become radically generous – Paul is saying, “If you need to be commanded 
to give you have never truly experienced the grace of God” (2 Cor 8:8). 

i. Martin Luther:  A Christian is somebody who gets up everyday and says, “Lord, 
You are my goodness and I am Your punishment – You took everything I 
deserve and now I get everything You deserve.”3   

                                                         
3
 Adapted from: Letter to Jerome Weller, Martin Luther 1483-1546. 
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j. A Christian is someone who gets up every day and says, “I’m rich!”  I’ve been 
adopted into the family of God, accepted in the Beloved.  I have a guarantee to 
rule and reign forever, I’ve got Christ’s holy power living in me that will inevitably 
overwhelm all my flaws, weaknesses, and grief.  

3. The MEASURE of our generosity (the gospel of grace) 

a. “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  --2 Corinthians 9:7 

b. How much? 

c. In the OT all believers are required to give a tenth of their income to God and to 
the poor. 

B. In the NT there’s no place where the tithe is directly commanded – so everyone starts to 
feel relieved – until we recognize two things: 

1. The tithe predates the law.  Before Moses and the Law, Abraham gave a tithe of his 
income to Melchizedek (the King of Salem/Peace), who many scholars believe to be 
the pre-incarnate Christ. 

2. Also, as we consider the gospel…Are people in the NT more blessed than the people 
in the OT?  Are we more indebted to God or less indebted to God? 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. How do we diagnose our generosity?  These verses that we’ve looked at today contain a 
pragmatic way to find out if we’re stuck in moralism, or if we are beginning to understand 
the grace of God… 

1. If giving 10% to the One who’s given you everything seems unreasonable, you haven’t 
encountered the grace of God yet. 

2. If it seems reasonable but you don’t know how you’re going to get there, that’s 
different… 

3. Some of us here today can’t go there right now.  Here’s what I would say: Move in that 
direction.  Give to the point that you get scared… 

B. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”  --Malachi 3:10 

C. Remember that experiment we learned about in high school where the monkey reached 
into a jar to grab some food but couldn’t get his hand out if his fist was closed?  Some of us 
are like that monkey – God wants to bless us but sometimes our fists are clinched too 
tight… 

1. And God says, “I want to put blessings into your hands but I can’t if your fists are 
clinched around your possessions – or, your desires. 

2. Open your hand up – let go of your things and wait until you see what I’ll put into your 
hands. 

D. Look what happened when Jesus opened His hand.  Look what happened when God’s Son 
let go of His wealth.   

E. It’s ALL grace – the MEANS, the MOTIVATION, and the MEASURE… 


