
     It’s a Wonderful Mess 
 Jed Manimtim, Executive Pastor of Ministry 

DEC 11, 2022                                        JESUS CAME AND IT GOT MESSIER 
Luke 1:67-80; Luke 7:18-35 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
    in the house of his child David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    in his presence all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day he appeared publicly to Israel. – Luke 1:67-80 (NRSV) 
 
When it feels like it got (or is getting) messier: 

1. Let others hear you ask the ________ _____________. 
Luke 7:18-19 

2. Try to find and celebrate the ________ ________ 
________ ________________. Luke 7:20-22 

3. Remember that we don’t ______ ____ _______ 
everything that others say about us. Luke 7:24-30 

4. Marvel that ____ ____ ____ ____ ________ ____. Luke 
7:31-34 

 
Often, what we presently perceive as a ________ is an 

unfolding of his __________ _________. Luke 1:78-80 
 
How can God’s mercy bring you _________ in the messiness? 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can help clarify the things that God is teaching 
you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and talk about 
your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
 
 
Dig In 
Our Advent candle and bookmark with coinciding Scripture have been 
exclusively selected from the Old Testament. Here are some recent 
passages from our daily readings that were not intentionally selected to 
coincide with this Sunday’s message but simply put on the calendar: Micah 
4:1-5 (12/10); Isaiah 11:1-5 (12/11). Compare these (or any previous 
Advent readings) with Zechariah’s prophetic song.  
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
Re-read Luke 7:18-34 and put yourself in the position of John the Baptist. 
How does it affect you to think that John may have been experiencing 
doubts about who Jesus was and how he had devoted his life to preparing 
the way for him? If so, how does this relate to parts of your own life? 
 
 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
A common theme of Jesus’ teaching is mercy, which harkens back to 
Zechariah’s prophetic song about God’s mercy that will be displayed 
through the ministry of both his son, John, and the Messiah, Jesus. Take a 
slip of paper and write the concluding verses of Zechariah’s prayer (Luke 
1:78-79) so that you can put it in a place you’ll see it for the rest of the week 
(e.g., your dashboard, fridge, bathroom mirror, etc.). To whom do you 
struggle to feel or show mercy? Every time you see it, be reminded that 
God’s tender mercy to you is an invitation to extend it to others, a calling to 
guide your “feet into the way of peace.”  
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67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
    in the house of his child David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    in his presence all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day he appeared publicly to Israel. – Luke 1:67-80 (NRSV) 
 
When it feels like it got (or is getting) messier: 

1. Let others hear you ask the HARD QUESTIONS. Luke 
7:18-19 

2. Try to find and celebrate the GOOD THAT’S STILL 
HAPPENING. Luke 7:20-22 

3. Remember that we don’t GET TO HEAR everything that 
others say about us. Luke 7:24-30 

4. Marvel that HE IS IN IT WITH US. Luke 7:31-34 
 

Often, what we presently perceive as a MESS is an 
unfolding of his TENDER MERCY. Luke 1:78-80 

 
How can God’s mercy bring you PEACE in the messiness? 

 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can help clarify the things that God is teaching 
you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and talk about 
your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 
 
 
Dig In 
Our Advent candle and bookmark with coinciding Scripture have been 
exclusively selected from the Old Testament. Here are some recent 
passages from our daily readings that were not intentionally selected to 
coincide with this Sunday’s message but simply put on the calendar: Micah 
4:1-5 (12/10); Isaiah 11:1-5 (12/11). Compare these (or any previous 
Advent readings) with Zechariah’s prophetic song.  
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
Re-read Luke 7:18-34 and put yourself in the position of John the Baptist. 
How does it affect you to think that John may have been experiencing 
doubts about who Jesus was and how he had devoted his life to preparing 
the way for him? If so, how does this relate to parts of your own life? 
 
 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
A common theme of Jesus’ teaching is mercy, which harkens back to 
Zechariah’s prophetic song about God’s mercy that will be displayed 
through the ministry of both his son, John, and the Messiah, Jesus. Take a 
slip of paper and write the concluding verses of Zechariah’s prayer (Luke 
1:78-79) so that you can put it in a place you’ll see it for the rest of the week 
(e.g., your dashboard, fridge, bathroom mirror, etc.). To whom do you 
struggle to feel or show mercy? Every time you see it, be reminded that 
God’s tender mercy to you is an invitation to extend it to others, a calling to 
guide your “feet into the way of peace.”  
 


