
     IT’S A WONDERFUL MESS 
 Britt Sipe, Lead Pastor 

DECEMBER 18, 2022                                      This isn’t how I planned it 
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38 

 
 

God has a _______ in the _______. 
 

And we know that in all things God works  
for the good of those who love him,  

who have been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (NIV) 

 
 
 
God is _______________: He is the all-knowing 
God who knows everything.  
Ps 139:2; 147:5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God is ________________: He is everywhere, 
and he is with you.  
Ps 139:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God is ______________: He is all-powerful. 
There is nothing he cannot do.  
Ps 147:5; John 16:33 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
 

 
 

Dig In 
Which of the three doctrines (God’s omniscience, omnipresence, 
omnipotence) is the most comforting to you? Which is the most 
challenging for you? Why? 
 
 
 
Read Psalm 71:1-5 and Romans 8:28. How does the doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty (God’s authority is supreme and all things are under his 
control) affect your ability to trust in God’s plan? What questions does that 
bring up for you? Do you think God allows something he hates in order to 
accomplish something that he loves? 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Pick 
How can you help others who are in the middle of a mess right now? What 
can you do for them? What can only God do for them? What words can 
you say that will help them? What have people said or done for you in the 
middle of your mess that didn’t help? 
 
 
 
 
Putting It Into Practice 
How will knowing God has a plan in the mess help you with some of the 
things going on in your life right now? 
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