
 

 

 
 

 Joseph: Not Your Average Joe – Make a difference 
 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 1) 
 
TRADITIONAL MODEL: 
 
Have the group share recent experiences with either receiving or giving 
kindness? What stands out to them about those experiences? 
 
 
In what ways did Joseph offer kindness to this family? If you were Joseph, 
how would being kind to your family have been challenging? What 
challenges do you face in being kind to someone in your family? 
 
 
Do you interpret Joseph’s solutions to providing for the Egyptians as 
benevolent or as taking advantage of the situation? Why? What are some 
of the things he had to consider in his decisions? How would you have 
decided differently? 
 
 
How can someone balance kindness and truth like Pro 3:3 teaches? In 
what ways does this verse affect any kindness vs. truth situations you’re 
currently in? 
 
 
How does the Holy Spirit affect our ability to display kindness? Gal 5:22. 
 
 
How will you be kind this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 2) 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE MODEL: 
What are you learning about God from this message? 
 
 
What are you learning about yourself from the message? 
 
 
What questions does this message bring up for you? 
 
 
What is God doing in your heart lately? 
 
 
What things do you feel are getting in the way from what God wants to do 
in you? 
 
 
What is the biggest thing causing you concern these days? (something to 
pray about) 
 
 
 
What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is the “good news” that Jesus entered into our broken world to 
rescue us from sin. The good news is that through Christ’s redemptive 
sacrifice on the cross, sinners are pardoned, the undeserving are given 
grace, and the broken are restored. There is no sin too heinous for God’s 
forgiveness. There is no person so good in-and of-themselves that they do 
not require forgiveness. Salvation is a free gift of God to anyone who 
genuinely acknowledges their brokenness and confesses saving faith in 
the Son of God. It doesn’t take strong faith, just genuine faith in order to be 
saved.  
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
An example prayer you could pray: 
Heavenly Father, I acknowledge I’m broken and a sinner. I believe that 
Christ died on the cross for sin, and through his resurrection overcame sin 
and death. I believe in you. I thank you for saving me.  
 
The good news does not end with a confession of faith. New faith can 
grow into deep faith if cultivated. Let someone at Sunridge know about 
your new-found faith, and inquire about our new believer’s resource: God 
Time: Your First 31 Days.  Follow Christ wholeheartedly by professing 
your faith publicly through baptism, learning the Bible by attending church 
regularly and pursuing the unique calling of Jesus in your life! 
 
 
 

Leader Guide 
Kindness will allow you to make a difference Gen 47 

 
Joseph: An ordinary person living a remarkable life through extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 
Joseph is reunited with with his family and is now seeking a more permanent 
solution for their welfare. 
 
We invite God into our struggles, but how do we invite him in when we’re no 
longer desperate?  
 
 

Joseph made a difference. 
 
Genesis 46:31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I 
will go up and speak to Pharaoh about you… 
 
Gen 47:11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them 
property in the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh 
directed. 12 Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’s 
household with food, according to the number of their children.  
 
The famine starts to take hold of Egypt with the most vulnerable affected first. 
 Egyptians came to food storehouses and paid for food 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 Once money was gone they traded livestock for food 
 With nothing else left, they trade their land and indenture themselves to 

Pharaoh 
 Just feed us! Don’t let our families starve. 
 
Joseph creates a long-term solution by drafting an agreement with those who 
utilize the program to deed their land to Pharaoh, and to continue farming. In 
return, Joseph reallocates the land and the farming interests back to the citizens, 
provides the seed and resources to them so they can feed their families, with a 
20% national tax – presumably to recoup the national costs associated with the 
program. 
 
Some take issue with Joseph’s action here, namely this: 
Gen 47:20 So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, 
one and all, sold their fields, because the famine was too severe for them. The 
land became Pharaoh’s, 21 and Joseph reduced the people to servitude, from 
one end of Egypt to the other.  
 
Literal translation of verse 21 
21 And as for the people, he removed them to the cities from one end of Egypt’s 
border to the other. NASB 
 
Joseph’s wise planning, executive prowess and compassionate heart fuse to 
feed the hungry and yet protect the nation’s financial reserves. 
 
Gen 47:25 “You have saved our lives,” they said.  
 

Joseph used his position, power and resources to make a difference 
 

Am I making a difference? 
 
2Co 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
 

Becoming a Christian doesn't just your eternal destination and lifestyle.  
It changes your heart. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Jesus was after people’s hearts and he still is: 
 
Lu 6:45 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 
and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 
the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. 
Mt 22:37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart  
Mt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart. 
Mt 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Mt 13:15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 
their ears, and they have closed their eyes.  
 
Once God gets our heart in his hands, things change – not easily, but 
naturally. 
 
Eze 36:26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


