
 

 

 
 

 Joseph: Not Your Average Joe – Live a “but God” life 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 1) 
 
TRADITIONAL MODEL: 
 
What is God teaching you from Gen 50:19-20 
 
What did Joseph mean when he said, “Am I in the place of God?”  (Gen 
50:19) What can you learn from that simple statement?  
 
 
What does but God mean to you and how has it been a game changer for 
you? What regrets do you have from not allowing God to be your game 
changer? 
 
 
How can you write but God into your current situation? 
 
 
What’s the biggest challenge for you in allowing God to “call the shots” in 
your life? 
 
 
What stands out most about Joseph and how will it affect you in the 
future? 
 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE MODEL: 
What are you learning about God from this message? 
 
 
What are you learning about yourself from the message? 
 
 
What questions does this message bring up for you? 



 

 

 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 2) 
 
What is God doing in your heart lately? 
 
 
What things do you feel are getting in the way from what God wants to do 
in you? 
 
 
What is the biggest thing causing you concern these days? (something to 
pray about) 
 
 
 
What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is the “good news” that Jesus entered into our broken world to 
rescue us from sin. The good news is that through Christ’s redemptive 
sacrifice on the cross, sinners are pardoned, the undeserving are given 
grace, and the broken are restored. There is no sin too heinous for God’s 
forgiveness. There is no person so good in-and of-themselves that they do 
not require forgiveness. Salvation is a free gift of God to anyone who 
genuinely acknowledges their brokenness and confesses saving faith in 
the Son of God. It doesn’t take strong faith, just genuine faith in order to be 
saved.  
 
An example prayer you could pray: 
Heavenly Father, I acknowledge I’m broken and a sinner. I believe that 
Christ died on the cross for sin, and through his resurrection overcame sin 
and death. I believe in you. I thank you for saving me.  
 
The good news does not end with a confession of faith. New faith can 
grow into deep faith if cultivated. Let someone at Sunridge know about 
your new-found faith, and inquire about our new believer’s resource: God 
Time: Your First 31 Days.  Follow Christ wholeheartedly by professing 
your faith publicly through baptism, learning the Bible by attending church 
regularly and pursuing the unique calling of Jesus in your life! 



 

 

 
Leader Guide: Live a “but God” life 
Genesis 50 

 
Joseph: An ordinary person living a remarkable life through extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 
Gen 48:11 Israel (Jacob) said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face 
again, and now God has allowed me to see your children too.” 
 
Gen 49:33 When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his 
feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 
 
Gen 50:1 Joseph threw himself upon his father and wept over him and kissed 
him. 
 
The death of Jacob brings new insecurities to Joseph’s brothers: 
Gen 50:15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 
“What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs 
we did to him?”  
 
Gen 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I 
will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly 
to them.  
 

Joseph lived a “but God” life. 
Sometimes referred to as The 50:20 Principle 

 
TWO WORDS THAT CHANGE EVERYTHING: 
 
1. “But God” means that your pain can be redeemed 
 
Ge 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
 
Isa 60:16 I, the LORD, am your Savior, your Redeemer. 
 
What redeem means: release by paying a ransom.  
 
Ga 3:13 Christ redeemed us 
 
Tit 2:14 gave himself for us to redeem us  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
1Pe 1:18 you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you  
 
2. “But God” means that you really can face things beyond your 
capabilities. 
 
Ge 41:16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh 
the answer he desires.” 
 
It’s good to know that are things you can’t do. It’s also good to know that in spite 
of that, your confidence can still be in God. 
 
3. “But God” means that you have something to contribute. 
 
Ge 45:7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth 
and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  
 
8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.  
 
4. “But God” means that you can’t control some things, but you can have 
confidence in everything. 
 
Ge 50:24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will 
surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised 
 

To live a BUT GOD life you have to write Him into your story. 

 

 

 

 


