
 

 

 
 

 Joseph: Not Your Average Joe – Refuse to be a victim 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 1) 
  
TRADITIONAL MODEL: 
 
Pick one verse from Genesis 39:20 – 40:23 that really stands out to you. 
Explain to the group why you picked that particular verse. 
 
What is your response to the following statement that was made in the 
message? 
 

If you look at yourself as a victim of your circumstances 
you will never be the person that God called you to be 

and you will never do the things that God calls you to do. 
 

 
Have the group share their thoughts (challenges, what you’re learning etc.) 
on the Redemptive Questions To Ask When You Feel Like a Victim: 
 
1. How is this experience developing my confidence in God?  

 
 
2. What am I learning about myself through this experience?  

 
 
3. What opportunities is this experience providing that I otherwise would 

not have had? 
 

 
4. Is God preparing me for something in the future through this 

experience?  
 

 
*Pray for those in the group who are going through a difficult time. 



 

 

 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (Page 2) 
 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE MODEL: 
What are you learning about God from this message? 
 
 
What are you learning about yourself from the message? 
 
 
What questions does this message bring up for you? 
 
 
What is God doing in your heart lately? 
 
 
What things do you feel are getting in the way from what God wants to do 
in you? 
 
 
What is the biggest thing causing you concern these days? (something to 
pray about) 
 
 
 
What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is the “good news” that Jesus entered into our broken world to 
rescue us from sin. The good news is that through Christ’s redemptive 
sacrifice on the cross, sinners are pardoned, the undeserving are given 
grace, and the broken are restored. There is no sin too heinous for God’s 
forgiveness. There is no person so good in-and of-themselves that they do 
not require forgiveness. Salvation is a free gift of God to anyone who 
genuinely acknowledges their brokenness and confesses saving faith in 
the Son of God. It doesn’t take strong faith, just genuine faith in order to be 
saved.  
 



 

 

 
 

 
An example prayer you could pray: 
Heavenly Father, I acknowledge I’m broken and a sinner. I believe that 
Christ died on the cross for sin, and through his resurrection overcame sin 
and death. I believe in you. I thank you for saving me.  
 
The good news does not end with a confession of faith. New faith can 
grow into deep faith if cultivated. Let someone at Sunridge know about 
your new-found faith, and inquire about our new believer’s resource: God 
Time: Your First 31 Days.  Follow Christ wholeheartedly by professing 
your faith publicly through baptism, learning the Bible by attending church 
regularly and pursuing the unique calling of Jesus in your life! 
 

 
 
 
Leader Guide: You don’t have to be a victim 
Genesis 40 

 
Joseph: An ordinary person living a remarkable life through extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 
James Bain served the longest sentence to date of anyone who was unjustly 
convicted of a crime and later was exonerated. (35 years) For more examples of 
people who have been convicted and then were found to be innocent see the 
work done by the Innocence Project. 
 
Gen 40:1 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt 
offended their master, the king of Egypt.  
 
4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. 
 
 6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 
7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his master’s 
house, “Why are your faces so sad today?”  
 
8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no-one to interpret them.” 
Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your 
dreams.”  
 
Joseph interprets dreams for Pharoah’s cupbearer and baker: 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 Cupbearer: in 3 days you’ll be released 

14 When all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; 
mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 
 
23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him. 

 
 Baker: in 3 days your head will be released from your body! 
 
In spite of being falsely accused and imprisoned, Joseph is: 
 Serving fellow inmates 
 Responsibly taking on a mgmt. role for the warden 
 Fully deploying his God given skills and gifts 
 Empathetic and aware of others emotional state 
 Willing to engage in redemptive and honest dialogue 
 
If anyone is a victim, Joseph is. If anyone has a right to claim the title victim, 
Joseph does. But somehow he rises above that. 
 

If you look at yourself as a victim of your circumstances 
you will never be the person that God called you to be 

and you will never do the things that God calls you to do. 
 
You may be a victim but you don’t have to continue being a victim. 
 
 
If you remain there then you are a victim twice. You will put yourself in another 
prison of your own making instead of living freely within the confines of what 
happened to you. 
 

REDEMPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR WHEN YOU’VE BEEN VICTIMIZED 
 
Gen 39:20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the 
king’s prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 
the LORD was with him; 
 
1. Where is my confidence? 
 
2Cor 4:8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will 
also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.  
 
18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
 
Ro 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Gen 39:22 So the warder put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and 
he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warder paid no 
attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph 
and gave him success in whatever he did. 
 
Fellow inmates: 
1) Cupbearer 
2) Baker 
*Both had done something to offend the King. 
 
Gen 40:6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were 
dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his 
master’s house, “Why are your faces so sad today?”  
 
8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no-one to interpret them.” 
Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your 
dreams.”  
 
Joseph interprets for them: 
1) Cupbearer: in 3 days you’ll be released 
 
14 When all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention 
me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 
 
2) Baker: in 3 days your head will be released from your body! 
2. What opportunities are in front of me right now? 
 
Joseph is: 
 Serving fellow inmates 
 Responsibly taking on mgmt. role for the warden 
 Deploying his God given skills and gifts 
 Empathetic and aware of others emotional state 
 Willing to engage in redemptive and honest dialogue 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
23 The warder paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the 
LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 
 
The Lord was with him and gave him success…in prison? 
 

Sometimes we just want the miracle, but God wants to work through us. 
 
Php 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, 14 I 
press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenwards in Christ Jesus. 
 
1) Paul had a lot of things happen to him. Victim. 
2) Thorn in the flesh? 
 

Self-pity will only hold you back from a God inspired solution. 

 

 

 

 

 


