
 

 

 
Sunridge Farewell – 10 Life Lessons 

 

P.A.S.S. Questions For Sunridge Life Group Leaders  
For the week of Nov 30-Dec 6, 2014 – Gregg’s 10 Life Lessons 1 
 
P - participation (get everyone involved in the dialog) 

1. What was a major turning point in your life — positive or negative — that 
changed the course of your life and sent you in a different direction? 

A - application (makes it personal) 

2. What have you learned from the important choices or decisions you have 
made? 

3. What do you think you know now about living a happy and successful life 
that you didn’t know when you were younger? 

S - scripture (thinking biblically is a learned behavior! :-) 

4. Which of Gregg’s 10 Life Lessons do you relate to the most?  Why? 

5. Are there any of Gregg’s Life Lessons that don’t make sense to you? 
Which ones? 

S - sharing –  

6. Take a moment and reflect on a past failure” or mistake (choose a couple 
of points to consider). 

 What were you thinking, feeling or doing that contributed to the 
outcome? (If you never consider how you contributed, you can’t 
effectively learn or make changes.)   

 If you had to do it over again, what would you do differently? 
These are strategies to remember and follow through on in a similar 
situation.   

 Are you holding on to any guilt2 and shame about this 
“failure”?  (Would you like prayer?) 

 What other insights or nuggets of wisdom can you take from 
this experience?  (Remember that we’re here to learn and grow 
from all of our experiences.) 

                                                         
1 Go to sunridgechurch.org/blog for an outline of the sermon. 
2 It’s been said that guilt is feeling bad about what we did and shame is feeling bad about who we 
are. 



 

 

 

 

 

I. INTRO 

A. At the Sunridge 25-year anniversary celebration Britt said, "The main thing is 
to keep the main thing the main thing."  Those are wise words for any church 
- depending, of course, on what the "main thing" is.   

B. At Sunridge the "main thing" is Jesus.  Our mission statement affirms this:  To 
help people FIND and FOLLOW Jesus (see Acts 17:27).   

C. What does it take to make Jesus the "main thing"?  I have been an active 
intentional follower of Jesus for 40 years now.  During that time I have learned 
and re-learned many lessons about how to make Jesus the "main thing."   

1. About twenty years ago I began a list of my top ten life lessons.  These 
are the most important truths that keep me focused and proactive about 
making Jesus the "main thing."   

2. Every year or two I revisit this list and update it with my most current 
lessons.  Some of the lessons have survived the whole twenty years, 
some have been inserted along the way, and some are new.   

3. My hope, prayer, and expectation is that Sunridge, during this next 
season of fruitful ministry, will be a church that keeps Jesus and the 
gospel at the center of all that you are and all that you do. 

D. The Gospel is the foundation of Christian theology, setting it apart from other 
all other religions. 

1. The essence of the gospel is Jesus bringing salvation into the world. 

2. A succinct definition of the gospel:  Gospel means "good news" and 
announces that God has entered the world through Jesus Christ to 
achieve a salvation that we could not achieve for ourselves which now 1) 
converts and transforms us, forming us into a new humanity, and 2) will 
eventually renew the whole world and all creation. 

II. BODY 

A. With that in mind, I offer these 10 life lessons to you in the hope that they will 
help to cut through the religious jargon that can sometimes confuse and 
distract us... 

1. It really is better to give than to receive. 

a. "Give away your life; you'll find it given back, but not really given 
back-given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is 
the way. Generosity begets generosity." Luke 6:38 (MSG) 

2. Empathy is more noble than sympathy. 

http://legacy.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+17%3A27&version=NIV


 

 

 

 

 

a. "Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep.” Romans 12:15 (ESV) 

3. The main things are the plain things. 

a. "My words are plain and clear to anyone with half a mind--if it is 
only open!"   Proverbs 8:9 (TLB) 

4. God’s love is more easily caught than taught. 

a. "...For He Himself [Jesus] is kind to ungrateful and evil 
[people]."   Luke 6:35 (NAS) 

5. There is purpose in our pain. 

a. “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.” Job 
42:5 (NIV) 

6. Focus more on the Savior than on your sin. 

a. “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” Ephesians 
2:4-5 (NIV) 

7. Right relationships are more important than being right. 

a. "Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making 
allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Try always 
to be led along together by the Holy Spirit and so be at peace with 
one another.” Ephesians 4:2-3 (TLB) 

8. Pursue holy passions more than fighting unholy ones. 

a. “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb.” Psalm 139:13 (NIV) 

9. The best the Bible can do is to point out our sin, grace alone 
conquers it. 

a. "Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so 
that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer under a tutor.” Galatians 3:24 (NAS) 

10. The best is yet to come! 

a. “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love Him.”   1 Corinthians 
2:9 (NIV) 


