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OCT 9, 2022                                                                      WHO & HOW? 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

 
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up. 
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV)  
 
6 Categories: 
 
Apostles: Lit. “sent ones.” Refers to those who are sent out by Christ to 
speak and act with special authority. Delegate or Ambassador. Most likely 
referring to THE Apostles, the first leaders, and preachers whose message 
was sometimes accompanied with affirming miracles and powerful works. 
(1Cor 12:10; Heb 2:3-4) 
 
Prophets: Those who are designated by God to speak on His behalf (as in 
Old Testament Prophets). Prophesying by both men and women was 
foundational to the message of Christ (1Cor 11:4; Eph 2:20) especially in 
the absence of the New Testament in the first century. Prophecies speak 
more to the moment, whereas teaching takes a more long-term, 
instructional approach. 
 
Evangelists: One who shares the good news. Like a modern missionary, 
evangelists founded the first churches and refers to those who are 
especially gifted at proclaiming the truth of the gospel (Philip is called an 
evangelist in Acts 21:8). 
 
Pastors: Lit “shepherd.” Leaders whose responsibility is to oversee, care 
for and protect the Church (flock). Shepherding the church is a role 
associated with the office of elder as well. (1Pet 5:2; Acts 20:28) 
 
Teachers: Indicates those who are gifted and responsible to faithfully 
explain and apply Scripture (Rom 12:3-8; 2Tim 4:2). According to James, 
teaching is an especially high calling with great responsibility (James 3:1). 

 
“His people”: Those who believe and are part of the church. 
 
 
Ø The primary role of church leaders is to 

“__________” ___________.  
 
 
Ø This preparation has an _____________. 
 
 
 
Ø It takes _____ ____ ____. 

 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him 
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 (NIV) 
 
 
Ø We stand on the _____________ of those who 

_______ ________ us. 
 
 
Ø We’re doing this ____________. 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
Spend time as a group discussing Sunridge’s focused areas (below) for 
this year. What resonates with you most? What challenges you personally? 
What are your concerns? 
 
Our mission: To help people find and follow Jesus. 
 
We are restructuring so that we can be strategic in: 
 
§ Becoming an “equipping church.” 
 
§ Reaching people far from God. 
 
§ Making disciples. 
 
§ Developing influential Jesus followers. 
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speak and act with special authority. Delegate or Ambassador. Most likely 
referring to THE Apostles, the first leaders, and preachers whose message 
was sometimes accompanied with affirming miracles and powerful works. 
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Prophets: Those who are designated by God to speak on His behalf (as in 
Old Testament Prophets). Prophesying by both men and women was 
foundational to the message of Christ (1Cor 11:4; Eph 2:20) especially in 
the absence of the New Testament in the first century. Prophecies speak 
more to the moment, whereas teaching takes a more long-term, 
instructional approach. 
 
Evangelists: One who shares the good news. Like a modern missionary, 
evangelists founded the first churches and refers to those who are 
especially gifted at proclaiming the truth of the gospel (Philip is called an 
evangelist in Acts 21:8). 
 
Pastors: Lit “shepherd.” Leaders whose responsibility is to oversee, care 
for and protect the Church (flock). Shepherding the church is a role 
associated with the office of elder as well. (1Pet 5:2; Acts 20:28) 
 
Teachers: Indicates those who are gifted and responsible to faithfully 
explain and apply Scripture (Rom 12:3-8; 2Tim 4:2). According to James, 
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“His people”: Those who believe and are part of the church. 
 
 
Ø The primary role of church leaders is to “prepare” 

people.  
 
 
Ø This preparation has an objective. 
 
 
 
Ø It takes all of us. 

 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him 
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 (NIV) 
 
 
Ø We stand on the shoulders of those who came 

before us. 
 
 
Ø We’re doing this together. 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
Big Picture 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding something that you 
learned, challenged you, or that you disagreed with? 
 
Spend time as a group discussing Sunridge’s focused areas (below) for 
this year. What resonates with you most? What challenges you personally? 
What are your concerns? 
 
Our mission: To help people find and follow Jesus. 
 
We are restructuring so that we can be strategic in: 
 
§ Becoming an “equipping church.” 
 
§ Reaching people far from God. 
 
§ Making disciples. 
 
§ Developing influential Jesus followers. 
 
 

 
 
 

 


