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I. INTRO 
A. A couple was celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary and someone asked what 

their secret was… 
B. Today we’re going to talk about marriage.  Check out the “Cheat Sheet”… Our 

passage from the SOTM is Matthew 5: 31-37 (p. 678).  I will read it, then pray, and 
we’ll jump in… 

C. While the word “marriage” is not used in this passage, Jesus does make statements 
regarding divorce and vows.  What is Jesus saying here? 

1. A key feature of the whole SOTM is that Jesus dives into our innermost being 
probing the heart and raising the question of motive. 

2. If we needed to choose a one-word summary for this morning’s passage, it 
would be integrity – integrity in marriage and ALL of our important 
relationships.  C.S. Lewis said, “Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no 
one is watching.”   

3. Eugene Petersen in, The Message paraphrases v. 37 saying, “When you 
manipulate words to get your own way, you go wrong.” 

D. Today, we’ll combine these twin topics of divorce and integrity to talk for a few 
minutes about marriage… I will make a couple of general comments, then I have 
three verses I’d like to share with the men, and then my wife Linda has a few words 
for the ladies.  And communion will be available during the final worship song. 

1. It’s interesting that the Bible begins with a marriage and ends with a marriage…  
2. One of my favorite quotes regarding marriage is from Tim and Kathy Keller’s 

recent book on marriage: The Christian view of marriage is to look at another 
person and get a glimpse of what God is creating, and say, “I see who God is 
making you, and it excites me! I want to be part of that. I want to partner with 
you and God in the journey you are taking to His throne. And when we get 
there, I will look at your magnificence and say, 'I always knew you could be 
like this. I got glimpses of it on earth, but now look at you!’”1 

E. As I prepare to speak to the men, I have a perspective on the valley we know as 
Temecula/Murrieta - and on life here at Sunridge that I would like to bring up and 
then ask you men a question… 

1. This valley has grown in population by about 80% since 1990 – and we’re 
expecting another 12% increase by 2017.2 

2. Here’s my supposition… There are a lot of churchgoers here in the valley – 
with about 85 churches.  I think about 20 years ago a lot of people with strong 
Judeo-Christian values moved out here so mom could stay home with the kids.  
And dad began to commute.  Commuting can be quite a sacrifice. 

3. The average travel time to work is 38 minutes.  (I get the commuting thing…) 

                                                
1 Tim and Kathy Keller. The Meaning of Marriage, Dutton 2011: 120-121. 
2 http://www.cityoftemecula.org/Temecula/Businesses/demographics/ 



What About _______? -- #4 What About Marriage? 09/29/13  

Copyright  2013 Gregg Caruso, Sunridge Community Church. All rights reserved. We encourage you to 
use and share this material freely—but please don’t charge money for it, change the wording, or remove the 
copyright information. 

2 

a. For the most part, dads have worked hard and mom ran the household. 
b. Here’s the question I want to ask of the men:  Have you become passive 

in your relationship with your wife – and, perhaps, your kids, and 
your church? (Have you moved from delegation to abdication?) 

c. I think this is a worthy dialogue for men to have with other men – and for 
spouses to have with one another – without getting defensive or 
blaming… 

F. Male passivity in marriage is, and has been, an ongoing issue in marriage in general.  
It’s even a greater issue in commuter communities.  Linda and I have had our own 
bouts with it (for 5 out of the last 7 years I’ve been away for a minimum of 12 days a 
month).  Without being TOO simplistic here are a couple of reasons for passivity 
taking root in a marriage… 

1. Girls can be subtly taught that marriage is a lifelong romantic experience and 
that loving husbands are primarily responsible for the happiness of their wives.  
As a result many American women came into marriage with unrealistically 
romantic expectations3 -- there is the potential to smother a finite person with 
infinite expectations. 

2. Young men learned, perhaps from our fathers, that our primary responsibility is 
to provide materially for our families.   

a. There is this sense that we must succeed at all costs -- achieving an ever-
increasing standard of living becomes proof of our manhood.   

b. It sometimes never occurs to the man that he is supposed to provide for his 
wife emotionally and spiritually.4   

3. These differing assumptions collide head-on during the early years of marriage. 

4. It’s been said that Passivity is the compulsion to try to get what we are 
desperately longing for, while doing all the wrong things to get it – and one of 
the main symptoms of passivity is being out of balance in our personal and 
professional lives.   

5. Gradually, honest communication suffers. He hates conflict with his wife and 
withdraws as a means of avoidance. He finds ways of detaching and escaping. 

6. The cycle can become a vicious one. The more anger she displays for his un-
involvement, the more detached he becomes and they get stuck.   

II. BODY 
A. Today I’d like to look at three verses and speak primarily to the men.  Once we’ve 

done that Linda will come up and speak to the ladies and then we’ll close with a final 
illustration…  

                                                
3 http://drjamesdobson.org/articles/heart-of-the-home/angry-women-and-passive-men 
4 http://drjamesdobson.org/articles/heart-of-the-home/angry-women-and-passive-men 
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B. We’ll consider the verses in the order they appear in the Bible, not necessarily their 
importance:  1) What it means to CONNECT as Fathers, 2) What it means to 
CLEANSE our Wives, and 3) What it means to CONDUCT ourselves as Men. 

1. What it means to CONNECT as Fathers – The final two verses of the OT: 
Malachi 4:5-6 (p. 670): “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 6 He will restore the 
hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.” 

a. Of all the things that Malachi could have told us the final word of the Old 
Testament is a pointed and specific focus on the relationships between 
fathers and children. 

b. What does it mean for a father to turn his heart toward his child?  Well, 
what is the opposite of having a heart turned toward a child is to have the 
heart turned away. Let me give you three examples: 

1) Fathers, you can have your heart turned away from your children 
simply by being so swallowed up in your work that all they get are 
the leftovers of your life. (Non-electronic kid dates?) 

2) You can have your heart turned away from your children by being 
verbally or physically reactive.  (Reactive discipline is a form of 
abuse.)  Even our body language can be intimidating.  (My own 
example.)  Our communication can convey disapproval. 

3) Or you can have your heart turned away from your children through 
your own inability to navigate life’s losses in a humble and godly 
way.  We can allow an embittered spirit of disappointment to turn us 
inward.  

c. We have the opportunity to proactively adopt a Great Commission 
lifestyle with our children. To step incarnationally into the lives of our 
children. Having been reconciled with God, we become reconcilers.  

2. What it means to CLEANSE our Wives -- Ephesians 5:25-26 (p. 816): 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word.”  

a. The phase I’d like to focus on in these verses is, “having cleansed her by 
the washing of water with word.”  What does this mean?  

b. There are two primary words used for the word, “word” in the NT – logos 
and rhema.  The word used in this passage is rhema.  It’s speaking of the 
word of God for the moment. What’s God’s word for today, for now?   

c. This is how that’s worked out in my marriage:  sometimes when Linda and I 
are talking, I will take a moment and share with Linda some kind of insight, 
or thought that I had, or discovered in my devotional or study time.  It might 
be something like: “You know Linda, I was praying today and I felt like the 
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Lord showed me this, or I was reading and this is what I discovered…  That is 
what washes my wife.  There’s a cleansing when she is encouraged by the 
fact that I as her husband, and her friend, and her lover am seeking God on 
her behalf.   

d. It causes our wives to feel safe to be vulnerable when they know we are 
praying for and seeking God on behalf of them and our children.  

e. We marry, as the Kellers said, “To look at our wives and our children and 
get a glimpse of what God is creating, and say, ‘I see who God is making 
you, and it excites me! I want to be part of that. I want to partner with you 
and God in the journey you are taking.’”  

3. What it means to CONDUCT ourselves as Men -- 1 Cor 16:13-14 (p. 802) : 
“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that 
you do be done in love.”   

a. We don’t have the time to unpack this fully – take a look at the ‘Cheat 
Sheet’…  

b. These verses come at the conclusion of his letter to the Corinthian church 
– and can be viewed as a summary statement…  This church had some 
major issues:  

1) Church division issues 
2) Sexual integrity disorders  
3) Marriage issues (ch. 7) 
4) Authentic fellowship including drunkenness and gluttony, the abuse 

of spiritual gifts, and public worship issues (11:2—14:40) 
5) The basics of the centrality of the gospel and instruction on the 

resurrection (ch. 15) 
6) Practical and Personal Matters (ch. 16) 

c. Paul translates all that theology into this practical summary that basically 
says: “Come on guys it’s time to man-up in a godly way!” (“Be on the 
alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do 
be done in love.”) 

4. Linda 

a. Ephesians 5:33 (AMP) “However, let each man of you [without 
exception] love his wife as [being in a sense] his very own self; and let the 
wife see that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices 
him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; 
and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and admires him 
exceedingly].” 

b. Song of Solomn 2:15 “Catch the foxes for us, the little foxes that are 
ruining the vineyards, while our vineyards are in blossom.” 

III. CONCLUSION 
A. Romance  Disillusionment  Joy 
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B. A 20th century Lutheran theologian5 describes the joyful faith of Martin Luther (THE 

seminal figure of the 16th century Protestant Reformation) and described Luther’s 
ideal day: Luther’s faith was simple enough to trust that after a conscientious day’s 
labor, a Christian father could come home and eat his sausage, drink his beer, play his 
flute, sing with his children, and make love to his wife—all to the glory of God!6 
 

______________ 
 
Cheat Sheet – Profile of a Godly Man 
 
We live in a culture of (seemingly) perpetual adolescence.  The role that men play in 
today’s society is far from the biblical standards laid out in the Bible.  How are men of 
God called to be distinctive?  Romans 8:29 provides us with a strong sense of God’s 
call: “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He [Jesus] would be the firstborn among many brethren.”  

How salvation occurs and unfolds in and through our lives: Election, or God’s choice of 
us.  Eph 1:4 “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be 
holy and blameless before Him.”  Then a Gospel Call occurs - we hear the gospel 
message and God calls us to Himself in such a way that we respond in saving faith.  
Acts 15:17 – “we are called by name…”  This is followed by Regeneration, where God 
imparts new life to us so we have the spiritual ability to respond. Titus 3:5 – “He saved 
us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”  This results in 
Conversion (which is repentance + faith).  We repent of sin and trust in Christ for 

                                                
5 William Lazareth. 
6 Quoted in Sex and the Supremacy of Christ, ed. John Piper, Justin Taylor, Desiring God 2005:235. 
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salvation.  We surrender to the gospel call.  We see Paul’s dramatic conversion detailed 
in Acts 9.  Upon conversion there is Justification, a one-time (historical) event which 
forever changes our legal standing before God.  God declares us not guilty but righteous 
because of the finished and complete work of Christ.  We then experience Adoption – 
Not only has our legal status changed but our family status is also changed as God 
makes us members of His family – with all the privileges of adoption.  From here we 
engage in Sanctification – a progressive work of God IN us that makes us more and 
more free from sin and more like Christ in our actions.  The “work” of the Christian is to 
believe – “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (Jn 6:29).  
‘Believing’ is continuous, not a one-time event. 

How Do We Act On Our Belief? 
Paul concludes his first letter to the Corinthian church with a staccato of five gospel-
fueled imperatives that he would like to see characterized in the men. "Be on the alert, 
stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love."  (1 
Cor 16:13-14) 
1. "Be on the alert."  The Greek word for "alert" means to keep awake, or to watch 

vigilantly; to awaken or arouse from sleep, sickness, or inactivity.  We need to be 
alert lest some destructive calamity suddenly overtakes us, or we are led to forsake 
Jesus, or we fall into sin, or we are corrupted by error.  In essence, we are to be 
keenly aware of our surroundings at all times. 

2. "Stand firm in the faith."  The Greek word for our English phrase "stand firm" 
literally means to be stationary.  The word comes from a root word meaning to stand, 
abide, continue, or persevere.  We are to stand firm in our pursuit of godly character, 
in fellowship with the Lord and one another, and in actively maintaining allegiance to 
our freedom in Christ (Gal. 5:1).  God is not opposed to ‘effort,’ He is opposed to 
‘earning.’  ‘Standing firm’ includes declaring war on our besetting sins. 

3. "Act like men."  The Greek word for this phrase means to make a man of, or to 
make brave.  1 Samuel 4:9 tells us, "Take courage and be men...lest you become 
slaves...therefore, be men and fight."  The alternative to pursuing godly manhood is 
slavery in one form or another! 

4. "Be strong."  The Greek word for "strong" means to empower, or to increase in 
vigor.  Notice the admonition is apparently a choice.  Psalm 31:24 reads, "Be strong, 
and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord." (See also Joshua 1; 
Eph. 3:16; 6:10; Col. 1:11.) 

5. "Let all that you do be done in love."  This Greek word for "love" (AGAPE) refers 
to sacrificial love.  Love can be known only from the actions it prompts.  God's love is 
seen in the gift of His Son.  Christian love has God for its primary object, and 
expresses itself first of all in gratitude, thanksgiving, and worship.  Out of this stance 
of worship and adoration comes a growing desire to become joyfully obedient to 
God’s Word knowing that only God can meet our deepest needs.   

In this way we work FROM God’s acceptance and we are freed from working FOR God’s 
acceptance. The gospel is not advice, it is news of what Christ has done – and what He 
invites us into. 

 


