
 

 
 

MATTHEW 6:5-17 
Page:  
 
You are a Gift to the Church 
 
Movie clips of prayer: 
Ben Stiller: Meet the Parents 
 
How different our responses to prayer are 
1. Emotional 
2. Theological 
3. Cerebral 
 But: we all pray.  
 our deepest fears, darkest moments, biggest challenges 
 
Where does one start? 
 Prayer: 250xs 
 Constrained by text, bowling bumper guards 
 
A Google Earth View 
 Context of Matt. 6:5-17 
  Sandwiched between giving to poor & fasting 
  All expressions of and pathway of deeper faith 
 
 Response: Indignation or Liberation? 
 Capsizing religion as they knew it 
 Confronting: values, rituals, people – all of which are revered 
 Pharisees were remote & dictatorial 
 Jesus: “subversive revolutionary” (Gregg) Return to original 
   
 



 

 
 

READ TOGETHER 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell 
you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go 
into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you 
pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him.  
 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
evil one.’ For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
 Lets go out and kill somebody! 
 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins. 
 
 
1. Do’s & Don’ts (vs.5-8) 
 
2. How to (vs.9-13) 
 
3. Key Point (vs.14-15) 
 



 

 
 

 
I. DOs & DON’Ts ON PRAYER (5-7) 
 
A. Don’t be like the hypocrites… 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell 
you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  
 

Do this… 
6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you.  
 
Hypocrite: one who wears a mask.  
 Mask hid the actor and exaggerated the features.  
 Devout Jews revered prayer.  
 Shema: Multiple times/day, wherever you were, even corner of street.  

Somehow the hypocrites found themselves in the busiest corners, 
and middle of Temple. 

 
 Harrell: “prayer room” 

 
B. Don’t be like the pagans… 
7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they 
will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask him.  
 

Pagan: all false religions 
1.  Appease my god (earn favor) 
 Prophets of Baal, 1Kings 18: “from morning until noon.” 
 
2.  Impress others – wow! 
  Mr 12:40 for a show make lengthy prayers.  

 
 Batalogeo: meaningless repetition, onomatopoeia: spelling of a sound – 

buzz, hiss, pow-zak-zonk. 
 1. Long prayers more likely to be heard?  
 2. Long prayers impresses others? 

 
C. Is Jesus ruling out public or lengthy/well crafted prayers? 
 No: Too many public and lengthy, well crafted prayers in the Bible 



 

 
 

 
D. Who is our audience? Or, what do we really want? 
 You have your reward 
 

Grant: “daddy” flip on couch 
 
1. Scribes and Pharisees prayed for the same reason they did 
everything else – to attract attention and honor themselves. Corruption of 
religion, corruption of Christianity.  
Pharisees used this to beat down/gain advantage 
 
2. Leave it to people to corrupt the sacred 
 Chrysostom: “people pray so loud in their secret rooms everybody can 
hear” 

 
 “Markers” that designate us as better/cool 

In every industry, organization, region, relational group : micro 
environment 

 FFs: truck, stickers, boats & dirt bikes 
 
 Political affiliation 
 Beliefs/Dogma 
 I’m right you’re not 
 Worship style, teachers you follow 
 *Cross with roach clip 

 
GUT CHECK? 

A commentator said, “The greatest danger to Christianity is for the old self to 
simply become religious.” 

 
II HOW TO PRAY (9-12) (Jesus!) 
How short is this prayer: (read and time) 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 
Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one.’  
 
You could actually pray this prayer 
 
A. Our Father (9) 



 

 
 

 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 
 

1. Father 
 John 1:12 right to become children of God, even to those who believe 

on His name. 
 Father, not cosmic killjoy, or mean spirited angry God 
 Is he Father to you? 
 What our prayers say - what we believe about God 

 
2. Hallowed be your name (revered, holy) 
 Holy: set apart 

 
3. Our: not “my” we are all in the soup together,  

Col 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 
B. Your Kingdom come (10) 
10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 What I’m about to pray will help bring heaven to earth 
 
1.  The fact that Jesus tells us to pray that His will is done on earth says that 
it isn’t always  done. 

Col 1:20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross. 

 
 Begins with statements, not requests 
 Reset/focus 
 
2. Maybe we truly are made in the image of God? 
 Every dad can relate: “dad I need my tire fixed…” 
 
C. Take care of us (11) 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
 
1. First request, “give us” 
  Genuine concern of NT times, not so much in America today 
  Bread is all needs for sustenance: basic needs, love, family,  
  God is the source for all 



 

 
 

 
 See later, “behold the fowls of the air…yet your heavenly Father feed them.”    
 
 Reminder of who sustains us                                                                     
 
D. Forgive us (12)  
12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 
1. We are all broken, and we cause brokenness (good daily reminder) 
 
2. Gospel  

1Jo 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 Jesus was the Friend of sinners 
 
E. Deliver us (13) 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 
 
1. God does not “lead people into temptation” as we understand that word 
 
2. Point: do not allow us to fall into the trap of Satan as we so easily do when 

we face trials of the day 
  Faith abandonment 
  We are never beyond falling.  
 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen 
Majority Text vs. Oldest Documents 
 
 “Key point” 
 
III. DO AS YOU ASK, NOT AS YOU DO! (14-15) 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins. 
 
A. Is Jesus saying there is conditional forgiveness? 
 
1. Justification. 
 
2. Unmerciful master (Matt 18) 



 

 
 

 
a. Unforgiveness affects us 
 Unforgiveness is the poison we drink hoping that it will kill our enemy 
 
b. Others 
Hebrews 12:15 See to it that no-one misses the grace of God and that no 
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 
 
c. Relationship with God 
James 2:13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 
has not been merciful.  

 
Both texts on prayer in SOMt turns back to principle 
 Forgiveness 
 Do even so to them (vs. 7:12) 
 
What is your biggest need right now? 
 Remind yourself how big God is? 
 Daily needs 
 Forgiveness 
 Deliverance from God abandonment 
 Forgiveness of others 

 
Romans 8:26 We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 

 
  Pray that now. 
 
Application: 
1. Use as pattern 
2. Pray one each day 
 
 
9 …Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

UNUSED NOTES: 
 
Matt 18: 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted 
to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a 
man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he 
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “The servant 
fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 
pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled 
the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow-servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed 
him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded. 29 “His fellow-servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he 
went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, 
‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 
Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow-servant just as I had on 
you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, 
until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father 
will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 
Text: William Walford, 1772-1850  
 Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
 that calls me from a world of care,  
 and bids me at my Father's throne  
 make all my wants and wishes known.  
 In seasons of distress and grief,  
 my soul has often found relief,  
 and oft escaped the tempter's snare  
 by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 
2Ch 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 



 

 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Do you think religious activity should be openly expressed or more a private 
matter? 
 
When it comes to prayer, giving or fasting would you say you err more on being 
too flashy about it or avoiding those disciplines altogether? 
 
In what ways have you seen hypocrisy or wordiness affect prayer? What 
attitudes are necessary to practice prayer properly? 
 
What value have the spiritual disciplines had in your spiritual growth? 
 
Spend time praying as a group using Jesus prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 as a model. 
 
Why do you think Jesus tacked on his remarks in vs 14-15? 
 
 
 
 
 


