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I. INTRO 
A. Quick Review: Two kingdoms (or governments) existing side-by-side for the last 2,000 

years and every person on the planet is a citizen of one or the other… 
1. Right-Side Up Kingdom (most natural and intuitive – the human default mode) 

where the core values are POWER, COMFORT, SUCCESS, and ACCLAIM. 
2. Then Jesus came and established an Upside-Down Kingdom (counter-intuitive) 

where the core values become continually cycling through are the Beatitudes. With 
the Upside-Down Kingdom there is a reversal of values -- or, as on theologian put 
it: “The true revolution begins at the foot of the cross.”1 

3. We said that the Right-Side Up Kingdom can provide us with circumstantial, or 
momentary happiness, BUT the Upside Down Kingdom is the unlikely route to 
JOY, which is an orientation of the heart, a settled state of contentment, confidence, 
and hope.   

B. Video – This morning we’re going to hear from three people here at Sunridge that have 
wrestled with these two life perspectives, or orientations… 

C. Mat 5:6: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied.  [This is our anchor verse this morning…This is God’s word. Let’s pray…] 

D. Where we’re headed today: Today we come to a fork in the road: 

1. Are we going to depend on our own righteousness?? 
2. Or, will we depend on God’s righteousness?  And how do we know the difference? 

E. First, we need to define RIGHTEOUSNESS:   
1. Righteousness is a validating performance record that opens doors.2 

a. If you want a better job you put together a resume… 
b. If you want to go to college or grad school you send them your academic 

record, or grades… 
2. We tend to carry over this same perspective in relating to God – we think we need 

to, build a ‘resume’ of moral performance to make it into heaven. 
F. With this definition in mind, there are three questions we will ask of this text: 

1. What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness?  We’ll call this The 
AROUSAL of righteousness.  

2. How do we obtain this validating performance record? We’ll call this The 
ARRIVAL of righteousness. 

3. What does it mean to be satisfied?  (Was Mick Jagger right?)  We’ll call this The 
AFFECT of righteousness. 

II. BODY 
                                                
1 NT Wright. For All God’s Worth, Eerdmans 1997: 135. 
2 Adapted from Tim Keller. 
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A. So, let’s jump in…There are three questions we need to ask of Mat 5:6: 
1. The AROUSAL of righteousness.  (We need to talk about arousal on two levels…) 

a. Macro: There is a grand scale hunger and thirst that every human being 
on the planet is born with.  We don’t always realize it but we are born with 
an inner longing, a craving, to know and be known -- by God… 

1) Isaiah 55:2 -- Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and 
your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat 
what is good, and delight yourself in abundance. 

2) Acts 17:27 – His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and 
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not 
far from any one of us.  

3) C.S. Lewis -- “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too 
strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about 
with drink [idol] and sex [idol] and ambition [idol] when infinite joy 
is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud 
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer 
of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”3  

4) Augustine -- “God You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in You.” 4 

5) On a macro level, we are born worshippers – either God, or 
something or someone else.  He didn’t say He’d keep us from hard 
or difficult times – but what He DID say is He’d walk WITH us 
during those times – and that we would have access to HIS strength 
and power. 

b. Micro: On the other hand we begin to see a more specific and intentional 
pathway of arousal for righteousness in Matthew 5… 

1) It begins with surrender and it moves to owning-up to our own 
issues. And this leads us becoming humble learners (‘disciple’ 
means learner.  Poor in spirit  mourning  meekness… 

2) We ‘face-up,’ ‘fess-up,’ and ‘look-up.’5  Repentance is a privilege. 
3) This leads us to a growing intense desire (arousal) for righteousness.   

a) Ps 42:1-2 – As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants 
my soul for You, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. When shall I come and appear before God?  

b) Ps 63:1 [David] –My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for 
You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water.  

                                                
3 C.S. Lewis. Weight of Glory: 1-2. 
4 Confessions (I, 1). 
5 Adapted from Rick Warren. 
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4) Holy hunger is actually a sign of spiritual health, just like physical 
hunger is a normal healthy sign. It is the sick who have no appetite… 

2. The ARRIVAL of righteousness.  
1) Let’s go back to our definition of Righteousness: a validating performance 

record that opens doors. 
2) Jesus comes along (and with the other NT writers) tells us about an 

absolutely unheard of spirituality, unheard of, unimaginable approach to 
God -- no other religion or belief system that offers anything like this. 

1) Where God provides us with an unblemished record—absolutely 
free of charge.  

2) Not just a good record, or even a great record – but a divine 
righteousness – a perfect record that comes to us as a gift!   

3) When we have it it’s the end of our personal struggle for validation, 
or worthiness, and acceptability.  It manifests itself in a reversal of 
values. 

3) The gospel is: God has developed a perfect righteousness and offers it to 
us in the person of Jesus Christ – and by HIS righteousness alone we are 
accepted.   

1) Romans 5:15-17: “But the free gift is not like the transgression. For 
if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the 
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through 
the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from 
one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand 
the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 
17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the 
one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ.” 

2) Righteousness is a gift! Our validating performance record that 
opens doors is a gift!  [Is the Upside-Down Kingdom looking better 
now??] 

4) That’s the fork in the road that we find ourselves at today.   
1) If you’re here today and you are not yet an active intentional 

follower of Jesus, you now have a choice. 
2) If you ARE an active intentional follower of Jesus, you can ask 

yourself the question: Have I been trying to live the Christian life 
under my own strength and power?   

3) It’s called moralism – It’s a counterfeit Christianity, which calls for 
obedience without connecting the commands of God to the cross of 
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Christ and the “abundance of grace” to change. (Read Prodigal God) 
3. The AFFECT of righteousness.   

1) What is the AFFECT of righteousness?  In a word, it’s AFFECTION – 
First and foremost for God.  Once it begins to sink-in that righteousness is 
a free gift, it lifts our hearts in affection and grateful adoration and 
worship.  And then we begin to find more and more of our satisfaction, 
our comfort, our joy, and our delight in Jesus – and what He has done for 
us. 

2) A.W. Tozer:  “There is nothing more terrible or wonderful than to be 
stricken with a love for Christ so deeply that ones whole being goes out in 
painful adoration that disturbs and disconnects while it purges and satisfies 
the deep inner heart.” 

III. CONCLUSION:  

A. What the gift of righteousness accomplishes: 
1. In God’s eyes Jesus’ perfect record is accredited to you.  [All that is true of Christ is 

now true of you,] 

2. We are treated as if we had lived the perfect life that Jesus lived.   
3. We are given a place at the table that Jesus “earned” through His perfect obedience.   
4. We have the same access to the Father that Jesus did.   
5. The best news is that all of this comes not from us doing anything (i.e., works) at 

all, but simply by faith. 
B. Here’s how the smart guys say it: By grace ALONE through faith ALONE in Christ 

ALONE. 
 


