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I. INTRO 
A. Earlier in the week I was reminded of the 9/11terror attacks.  In a couple of weeks we’ll 

commemorate 11 years – since that fateful day.1  
1. When the two jets hit the World Trade Center, thousands of people instantly 

realized they might not survive.  
2. As engulfed the buildings, many of them grabbed a phone, hoping they could speak 

to their loved ones one last time. 
3. Some got through and had a few priceless moments to exchange final words.  

Others could only leave poignant messages on answering machines or with 
emergency operators.  

4. Their desperation no doubt stripped away the sometimes superficial words used in 
many of our conversations.  

5. There were three words were used again and again that day to say the only thing 
that really mattered in these final moments of life: "I love you." 

6. To some loved ones those words may have included, "I'm sorry I was selfish and 
insensitive last night," or "I forgive you for [whatever]."  

7. Through these brief conversations, many wrongs were quickly and completely 
forgiven in the few short minutes before the Twin Towers collapsed.  

B. The resulting reconciliation cannot bring people back to life, but it undoubtedly eases the 
pain of those left behind. 

C. Today we will take a close look at Matthew 5:9.  I will read it and then pray and ask God 
to help us to better understand what it means to be a peacemaker: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons [or, children] of God.”  

II. BODY 

A. Our culture – and our world today does not really understand God’s concept of peace.  
We think that peace is the absence of conflict…. 

B. God’s Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the absence of anxiety (or dread) in the 
midst of inevitable conflict. 

C. Today we’ll be asking two questions: 1) What is God’s view of peace? And 2) What will 
it take to develop a Culture of Peace at Sunridge?  (One is theological – to provide 
perspective -- and the other will be practical.) 

D. Peacemaking continuum… 

                                                
1 Adapted from an article by Ken Sande, Founder of Peacemaker Ministries. 
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1. MACRO View -- What is God’s view of peace? 

a. Our Western concept of peace needs to be considered in the light of the 
ancient Hebrew concept of peace, which is SHALOM – a succinct definition 
would be: Undefiled harmony with God.    

b. Here’s a more complete definition: Biblical SHALOM means a universal 
flourishing, wholeness and delight; a rich state of affairs…the webbing 
together of God, humans, and all creation in equity, fulfillment, and delight. 
SHALOM is the way things ought to be.2 

c. What began in the Garden as a world of undefiled harmony with God, came to 
an abrupt end when Adam and Eve sinned (Eve was deceived, Adam was not 
– 1 Tim 2:14).  

1) With their fateful bites, the world was set on a trajectory of fear, greed, 
isolation, and blame.  

2) “Our core problem…is that the human heart, ignoring God, turns in on 
itself, tries to lift itself, wants to please itself, and ends up debasing 
itself.”3 

d. In spite of the effects of sin, we have great hope. The essence of the gospel 
tells us that God, out of unfathomable love, became one of us, accomplishing 
for us what we could not do on our own.  

1) Through what Jesus has done, we are given the promise that one day 
shalom will be restored in full and humanity reunited with the original 
purpose of our Creator.  

2) Christians have the unique privilege today of reflecting glimpses of life 
as it ought to be and that brings us to our second question... 

2. MICRO View – What will it take to develop a Culture of Peace at Sunridge? 

                                                
2 Cornelius Plantinga. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin, Eerdmans 1995:10. 
3 Ibid: 62. 
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a. We can begin by clearly stating there is a difference between a peacemaker 
and a peacekeeper.  Peace-keeping creates a false peace that will eventually 
erupt in unhealthy ways. 

b. Many of us live out our lives with this false peace and say nothing or do 
nothing to change it—in churches, homes, work places, marriages.  Here are 
three examples: 

1) Someone makes inappropriate sexual comments to you at work.  You 
know its not accidental because its repetitive and degrading.  But you 
keep your mouth shut because you know they’ll threaten your job or 
make you miserable if you say anything.  

2) A family member makes a scene at a family gathering.  It embarrasses 
you, the rest of the family, but you say nothing.  You keep the peace 
because to go there would unearth a lot of stuff that you just aren’t 
willing to deal with. 

3) Your spouse makes insulting remarks to you or humiliates you publicly 
through a critical tone of voice.  It grates on you.  But you keep silent 
because you want to keep the peace. 

c. We struggle with this false peace because the conventional wisdom of the day 
is that its better to keep the peace than to make the peace and there is a very 
real difference. 

1) Keeping this false peace insures that real issues, real concerns, and real 
problems are never dealt with. 

2) A façade, or veneer, of peace in that there is calm but the reality is the 
tension is still there. 

d. True peacemakers will challenge and disrupt the false peace.  Jesus didn’t 
have a problem disrupting the false peace of the day – the only problem is 
they killed him over it. 

e. The whole history of redemption, climaxing in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus is God’s strategy to bring about a just and lasting peace between us 
and God -- and between each other (Eph 2:14-22). 

f. Two verses: 
1) The Problem: "Do you know where your fights and arguments come 

from?  They come from the selfish desires that war within you." -James 
4:1 

2) The Solution: “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross.” -- Colossians 1:19-20 

g. How do we create a Culture of Peace at Sunridge?  Here are eight things true 
peacemakers do: 
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1) Make peace with God and talk to God about your conflict. 
2) True peacemakers develop skills of reflective listening to respectfully 

engage with others. (When we listen well, we stop talking, we make eye 
contact, and we assume a posture of openness.) 

3) True peacemakers will give people the benefit of the doubt while 
graciously bringing up concerns. 

4) True peacemakers will deal with what is real – first in their own lives… 
5) True peacemakers see conflict as necessary for growth and change.  

(They enter into the very heart of conflict with willingness to engage and 
struggle to reach new understandings with the others involved in the 
situation. Becoming a peacemaker must begin with your attitude.)  

6) True peacemakers are able to communicate their own feelings and needs 
in healthy and responsible ways. (They must also be able to clearly 
communicate their goals for the situation and preferences for the actions 
each party of the conflict will take without being demanding or 
threatening.)  

7) True peacemakers get to the heart of the situation and seek to transform 
it.  (To create something totally new out of the conflict.)  

8) True peacemakers recognize the sacredness of the presence of God in 
others.  (When we cooperate with God as peacemakers, we honor God’s 
desire for shalom – wholeness and peace – in all creation.) 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. Two things I will ask of you… 
1. Read Making Peace by Jim Van Yperen (restoringthechurch.org) 

2. Secondly, today is the day to make peace and be reconciled with those we have 
offended or refused to forgive. (You may want to read the book first.) 

a. Whatever the wrong, God's grace is more than sufficient to enable us to reach 
out and seek reconciliation.  

b. It may require killing our pride, renouncing self-pity or bitterness, or 
extending mercy to someone who has done great wrong.  

c. Whatever the obstacle, Jesus' love and atoning sacrifice for us have opened 
the way for healing, and now is the time to act. 

B. Let’s pray… 
 


